Categorizations of Functional Uses For ICANN Geographic Regions

· Representation (also called “Electoral”)

In this category geographic regions are used to define electoral constituencies and/or place constraints upon the membership of Boards and Councils by limiting the number of members from any one region (or country).  The aim is to assure geographic diversity of membership within the relevant ICANN decision-making bodies. 

· Participation

In this category, geographic regions are used as the basis for  ICANN’s recognition and support of local (“regional”) community organizations and, to a lesser extent, individuals.  

· Operations

In this category, geographic regions are used to manage geographic distribution and or coverage of technical or administrative resources and support (e.g., RIRs). Operational distribution may also impact Participation.

