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OPINION  ON THE  PR OPO SAL B Y THE  ICANN  R EGARDING  CL OSED GE NERIC  DOMA I N S  

 
 
Slovenian Booksellers Society, which represents around 100 Slovenian booksellers, fully supports the 
EIBF answer to the ICANN proposal, as stated bellow: 
 

“The European and International Booksellers Federation, EIBF, represents Booksellers 
Associations in the European Union and in the world.  Through its Members it represents more 
than 25.000 bookselling businesses worldwide. Booksellers Associations in membership with 
EIBF have in membership all kind of book retailers, terrestrial bookshops, online retailers, selling 
paper and electronic books. 
We read that at its February 2013 meeting, the ICANN Board of Directors recognized the 
problems presented by applications that would restrict use of generic industry terms to a single 
company. Granting monopoly control of a TLD to a single industry member can create an unfair 
competitive advantage. Such an arrangement would work against both consumers and the 
industry associated with the generic term. 
 
EIBF is of the strong opinion that indeed “closed generic” gTLD applications have to be 
invalidated when submitted by commercial entities operating in a sector of activity related to the 
closed generic gTLD . 
In the case of a closed generic TLD like .books, the exclusivity granted to the winning applicant 
would de facto strengthen the position of a single big operator in the book industry and would  be 
detrimental to the book  industry as a whole.” 

 
 
 
We believe that closed gTLDs should only be granted for brand names or terms in which the applicant 
possesses established intellectual property rights and / or trademarks and hope ICANN will respect the 
point of view of smaller businesses and prevent any further disadvantages for booksellers coming from 
small countries. 
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