WHOIS summary document

Aim 
To recommend implementable new WHOIS improvements and report to ICANN board at April 2005 meeting in Mar del Plata.
Process
· MF to draft document for discussion on WHOIS conference call on Tuesday 8th March
· Email suggestions and revisions by WHOIS task forces

· Submission of document to April 2005 ICANN Board meeting
Documents to include
· ICANN mission and goals

· Purpose of WHOIS

· issues reports

· statements to date

· terms of reference for task forces

· all task force documents of TFs 1, 2 and 3

· record of Capetown discussion 

· specific recent comments on issues such as conspicuous notice provision and conflicts with local laws

· statement of votes taken

· statement of positions taken by TF members

· impact reports for each constituency

Documents / Milestones 

Recommendations relating to improving notification and consent for the use of contact data in the WHOIS system:

http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois-privacy/whois-notification-30nov04.pdf
A Procedure for conflicts, when there are conflicts between a registrar's of registry's legal obligations under local privacy laws and their contractual obligations to ICANN: (proposed final draft, 23/11/04)
http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois-privacy/whois-tf-conflict-30nov04.pdf
Staff Manager's Issues Report on Privacy Issues Related to WHOIS
13 May 2003
http://www.icann.org/gnso/issue-reports/whois-privacy-report-13may03.htm
GNSO Teleconference Decision:
22 May 2003

Decision 7: Forming a Steering Group
- to take the Issues Report
- to take the outcome of the Montreal ICANN workshop
- to develop a set up terms of reference for one or more task forces on the critical issues 
- to make recommendations to the GNSO Council  
http://www.dnso.org/dnso/notes/20030522.GNSOteleconf-minutes.html
Memorandum From ICANN CEO Paul Twomey Concerning WHOIS, 18 September 2003

http://www.icann.org/announcements/announcement-18sep03.htm
WHOIS Task Force 1 Preliminary Report
July 2004
http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois-privacy/Whois-tf1-preliminary.html
WHOIS Task Force 2 Preliminary Report
July 2004
http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois-privacy/Whois-tf2-preliminary.html
WHOIS Task Force 3 Preliminary Report
July 2004
http://gnso.icann.org/issues/whois-privacy/Whois-tf3-preliminary.html
External documents

Article 29 Data Protection Working Party, Opinion 2/2003 (10972/03/EN final) on the application of the data protection principles to the WHOIS directories, adopted on June 13, 2003
ICANN mission/goals

Mission

ICANN’s mission is to coordinate, at the overall level, the global Internet's systems of unique identifiers, and in particular to ensure the stable and secure operation of the Internet's unique identifier systems. In particular, ICANN:

1. Coordinates the allocation and assignment of the three sets of unique identifiers for the Internet, which are

a. Domain names (forming a system referred to as "DNS");

b. Internet protocol ("IP") addresses and autonomous system ("AS") numbers; and

c. Protocol port and parameter numbers.

2. Coordinates the operation and evolution of the DNS root name server system.

3. Coordinates policy development reasonably and appropriately related to these technical functions.

Core values

In performing its mission, the following core values should guide the decisions and actions of ICANN:

1. Preserving and enhancing the operational stability, reliability, security, and global interoperability of the Internet.

2. Respecting the creativity, innovation, and flow of information made possible by the Internet by limiting ICANN's activities to those matters within ICANN's mission requiring or significantly benefiting from global coordination.

3. To the extent feasible and appropriate, delegating coordination functions to or recognizing the policy role of other responsible entities that reflect the interests of affected parties.

4. Seeking and supporting broad, informed participation reflecting the functional, geographic, and cultural diversity of the Internet at all levels of policy development and decision-making.

5. Where feasible and appropriate, depending on market mechanisms to promote and sustain a competitive environment.

6. Introducing and promoting competition in the registration of domain names where practicable and beneficial in the public interest.

7. Employing open and transparent policy development mechanisms that (i) promote well-informed decisions based on expert advice, and (ii) ensure that those entities most affected can assist in the policy development process.

8. Making decisions by applying documented policies neutrally and objectively, with integrity and fairness.

9. Acting with a speed that is responsive to the needs of the Internet while, as part of the decision-making process, obtaining informed input from those entities most affected.

10. Remaining accountable to the Internet community through mechanisms that enhance ICANN's effectiveness.

11. While remaining rooted in the private sector, recognizing that governments and public authorities are responsible for public policy and duly taking into account governments' or public authorities' recommendations. 

Purpose of WHOIS within that goal

The purpose of WHOIS is currently undefined. 

Suggested definition of WHOIS purpose: "....  contact information adequate to facilitate timely resolution of any problems that arise in connection with the Registered Name." (BT)
Background on current contractual requirements in the registrar accreditation agreement

TBA
WHOIS issues 
Identify which are within ICANN's scope and which are not.
Current WHOIS work items:

The three areas of work: notice, access, accuracy
· Mechanism to resolve conflicts between local law and ICANN contracts

· Examine option of tiered access

· Process for responding to accuracy complaints

· Considering how to act more promptly to WHOIS accuracy issues for narrowly defined set of circumstances

Points of agreement

Take the 4 – 5 points of agreement reached in Capetown as a starting point. 

Document level of agreement (e.g. 3/3) achieved already.  
Recommendations

Include impact statements from the constituencies

� As in Article 1 of the ICANN bylaws, available at http://www.icann.org/general/bylaws.htm





