WHOIS work items in progress, 23 August 2005
	Work item
	Most recent action/decision
	Current status
	Next action
	Future actions/timeline

	
	 
	
	
	

	Recommendation 1 on improved notification and consent
	26 May 2005 

Final TF report (inc. public comments) sent to GNSO Council with list of questions / implementation issues.

GNSO Council requested advice from ICANN legal counsel on wording of recommendation.  
	Voting is deferred pending legal advice on whether notice can be construed as consent. 
	22 September 2005 
Legal advice being requested from ICANN legal counsel ahead of GNSO Council call 
	27 September 2005

Staff prepares and submits Council report to the Board.



	
	
	
	
	

	(Task 5)

Rec. 2 on national laws
	22 June 2005
Call for constituency statements on draft recommendation, deadline; 21 July 2005.  

	Statements received:

Registry constituency

ISPCP constituency
NCUC

Registrar constituency

IP constituency

Statements outstanding: 

Business constituency


	30 August 2005

Formal task force vote on recommendation


	6 September 2005

Publication of initial report for public comments
27 September 2005

Deadline for public comments

4 October 2005

Preparation of final task force report  

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 1

Define purpose of Whois in context of ICANN’s mission, etc.
	14 June 2005 

TF conference call called for constituency statements by 21 July 2005. 

16 June 2005

Staff compiled information on current uses of Whois data.


	Constituency statements received:

Registry constituency

ISPCP

NCUC

IP constituency

Business constituency 

Constituency statements outstanding: 

Registrar constituency


	30 August 2005

Discussion of statements on task force conference call 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 2

Define purpose of Whois contacts
	14 June 2005 

TF conference call called for constituency statements by 21 July 2005. 

TF reps also asked to submit information on how the registrants populate the contact fields.

Registrars also asked to submit information on what guidance is given to registrants  on contact types, and if default data is populated into each. 
	Constituency statements received:

Registry constituency

ISPCP

IPC

Registry constituency

Business constituency

Constituency statements outstanding: 

Registrar constituency


	30 August 2005

Discussion of statements on task force conference call 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 3

Determine which data should be available for public access and how to access non publicly accessible data
	7 June 2005

Task force decided to work on this issue before the July ICANN meeting in Luxembourg, if there was time, and after that meeting if there was not. 


	Item not currently active

	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Task 4

Determine how to improve inaccurate data reporting, and for investigating and correcting inaccurate data.
	28 July 2005

GNSO Council created a working group to review implementation of current 
WHOIS policies on accuracy (e.g WHOIS data reminder policy, and WHOIS problem reporting system).

Working group chair: Niklas Lagergren (IP constituency)
	25 August 2005
Staff is setting up a working group mailing list and archive

26 August 2005

Staff is gathering information on WHOIS Data Reporting System to inform the group’s work. 


	September 2005
Working group chair, supported by staff, will solicit volunteers and call a meeting to begin work. 
	

	
	
	
	
	

	Tiered access
	7 June 2005

Whois TF decided to work on tiered access (Task 4) on the mailing list. 
28 June 2005

Ross Rader compiled information on previous task force proposals on tiered access and submitted it to the mailing list: http://forum.icann.org/lists/gnso-dow123/msg00435.html 

26 July 2005

Whois TF asked Maria Farrell (MF)  to provide:

· Information on differences between data elements registrars are required to collect and display

· Information from a review of work done by previous task forces on proxy services

	25 August 2005

MF agreed to provide information by this date.
	
	


WHOIS Task Force terms of reference tasks (agreed by GNSO Council, 2nd June 2005):
(1) Define the purpose of the WHOIS service in the context of ICANN's mission and relevant core values, international and national laws protecting privacy of natural persons, international and national laws
that relate specifically to the WHOIS service, and the changing nature of Registered Name Holders.

(2) Define the purpose of the Registered Name Holder, technical, and administrative contacts, in the context of the purpose of WHOIS, and the purpose for which the data was collected. Use the relevant definitions from Exhibit C of the Transfers Task force report as a starting point. 

(3) Determine what data collected should be available for public access in the context of the purpose of WHOIS. Determine how to access data that is not available for public access. 

(4) Determine how to improve the process for notifying a registrar of inaccurate WHOIS data, and the process for investigating and correcting inaccurate data. Currently a registrar "shall, upon notification by any person of an inaccuracy in the contact information associated with a Registered Name sponsored by Registrar, take reasonable steps to investigate that claimed inaccuracy. In the event Registrar learns of
inaccurate contact information associated with a Registered Name it sponsors, it shall take reasonable steps to correct that inaccuracy."

(5) Determine how to resolve differences between a Registered Name Holder's, gTLD Registrar's, or gTLD Registry's obligation to abide by all applicable laws and governmental regulations that relate to the
WHOIS service, as well as the obligation to abide by the terms of the agreements with ICANN that relate to the WHOIS service. [Note this task refers to the current work in the WHOIS task force called 'Recommendation 2', A Procedure for conflicts, when there are conflicts between a registrar's of registry's legal obligations under local privacy laws and their contractual obligations to ICANN.]

