Request for Information on Domain Tasting [draft 2.0]
xx July 2007
In view of the increase in domain tasting (definitions below), the GNSO Council recently considered an Issues Report on Domain Tasting and resolved to form an ad hoc group for further fact-finding regarding the effects of this practice. The ad hoc group has assembled the following questions to assist in gathering facts and opinions, while inviting both qualitative and quantitative input.  The group would especially appreciate statistical and other empirical evidence to support your responses, or references to potential sources of same.  To be considered by the group, information should be submitted no later than xx August 2007 to <emailaddress>.
-------------------------------------------
Definitions

Domain Tasting – Domain tasting is a monetization practice employed by registrants to use the add-grace period to register domain names in order to test their profitability. During this period, registrants conduct a cost-benefit analysis to determine if the tested domain names return enough traffic to offset the annual registration fee paid to the registry over the course of the registration period (e.g., currently 6.00 USD for a .NAME domain name) and the annual transaction fee paid to ICANN (currently 0.20 USD).

Add Grace Period (AGP) - A Grace Period refers to a specified number of calendar days following a Registry operation in which a domain action may be reversed and a credit may be issued to a registrar. AGP is typically the five day period following the initial registration of a domain name. AGP appears as a contractual term in some, but not all gTLD registry agreements.

AGP allows for the correction of typos and other errors by registrants. Once a domain name is deleted by the registry at this stage, it is immediately available for registration by any registrant through any registrar. When a domain name is registered through an ICANN accredited registrar, that registrar may cancel the domain name at any time during the first five calendar days of the registration and receive a full credit for the registration fee from the registry and also avoid the ICANN transaction fee.

-------------------------------------------
    1.     Please categorize yourself (indicate all that apply):

	a) Non-Commercial Internet User                                  
	b) Government                       
	c) Intellectual Property Rights Owner                               

	d) Registrar                            
	e) Registry                             
	f) Registrant                          

	g) Intellectual Property Rights Owner Representative 
	h) Registrant Representative


	i) Individual Internet User
     


2. Of above categories a-i, if anyone, then who benefits from domain tasting?  (Please explain how each benefits.) 
3. Of above categories a-i, if anyone, then who is harmed by domain tasting?  (Please explain how each is harmed.)
4. Do you believe that domain tasting impacts the security and stability of the Internet (Yes or No -- if Yes, in what way)? 
Several potential means to address the practice of domain tasting have been suggested by ICANN Staff and others.  These suggestions include:  
A) eliminating the AGP (Add Grace Period, definition below) so that domain registration fees are non-refundable between registry and registrar; 
B) making the ICANN annual transaction fee (currently 0.20 USD per year) apply to names deleted during the AGP, or to a significant portion of them; 
C) imposing registry ‘excess deletion fees’ charged to registrars for every registration dropped during the AGP if registrar deletes more than a certain percentage of domains during a predefined period (include terms of PIR proposal as example).

5. In addition to the above suggestions A-C, do you have any other suggestions? Are these suggestions compatible with current business rules and provisioning systems?
6. As to each suggestion (A-C and any added in 5 above), what impact do you think this would have upon each category a-i of potentially affected parties (Positive or Negative for each)? 
7. As to each suggestion (A-C and any added in 5 above), do you believe it would impose any additional harm upon any categories of potentially affected parties (Yes or No -- if Yes, then who and how)?  

8. As to each suggestion (A-C and any added in 5 above), do you believe it would create any additional benefits for any categories of potentially affected parties (Yes or No -- if Yes, then who and how)?  

9. As to each suggestion (A-C and any added in 5 above), do you believe it should be implemented (please explain why or why not)?  

10. If you make any additional suggestions (per 5 above), then please explain how any categories of potentially affected stakeholders would benefit or be harmed if your suggestion is implemented? 
11. If registries or registrars offered domain registrations at no cost to the registrant, would this effectively permit domain tasting?  (Yes or No) 
12. Should registries and registrars be prohibited from offering domain registrations at no cost to the registrant?  (Yes or No) 
13. Should ICANN impose a minimum registration fee on domain registrations?  (Yes or No; if Yes, then what should the minimum fee be?) 
14. Would you like to provide any specific statistical or factual information, or identify any expert persons, that can be corroborated by a third party, on any issues raised by this RFI?  (Please identify and explain how they would aid the community discussion on this topic.) 
