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1.  Introduction, Scope, and Definitions
1.1  The Generic Names Supporting Organization (GNSO), its description, purpose(s), structures (e.g. Council, Stakeholder Groups), and governance mandate are covered in ICANN Bylaws, Article X, Sections 1-6 (link TBD).  Transition procedures to the new GNSO Council, to become effective in October 2009, are contained in Article XX, Section 5 (link TBD).  The Policy Development Process (PDP) for the GNSO is described in ICANN Bylaws ANNEX A (link TBD).  

1.2  This document, the “Operating Procedures” of the GNSO, describes those supplementary elements of administration, governance, and other logistics/mechanics that are not already prescribed in the aforementioned ICANN Bylaws.  Nothing in the contents of this document shall be in conflict with the ICANN Bylaws and, in the event of any discrepancy, apparent or otherwise, the ICANN Bylaws shall govern.  

Taken together, the ICANN Bylaws and the GNSO Operating Procedures are intended to provide a complete set of rules, procedures, and practices for governing the operations of the GNSO.  
1.3  Definitions

1.3.1  An “appointing organization” is defined to be the Stakeholder Group or Constituency that elected or appointed a representative to the GNSO Council
.  Note that, for the purposes of these procedures, the Nominating Committee is not considered an “appointing organization.”  
1.3.2  The terms “Council member,” Council representative,” and “Councilor” have the same meaning and are used synonymously throughout the text.  
2.  GNSO Council Supplementary Procedures 

2.1  GNSO Council Member Term Limits

The ICANN Bylaws {Article X, Section 3(2)} specify term limits for GNSO Council Representatives except under a “ Special Circumstance” that is to be defined in the GNSO Operating Procedures
.  

2.2  Officer Elections:  Chair and Vice-Chairs

The GNSO Council shall select the GNSO Chair and two Vice Chairs as follows:
� For the purposes of these GNSO Operating Procedures only, the three Board Appointees to the GNSO Council are considered to have been appointed by the Non-Commercial Stakeholder Group (NCSG).  


� Note:  this sub-section will outline the conditions and methods for approving when a “special circumstance” exists that would permit a GNSO Councilor to serve one additional term beyond the Bylaws limit.  
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