POLICY DEVELOPMENT PROCESS (PDP) WORK TEAM 

DRAFT WORK PLAN 

The following draft work plan has been developed on the basis of the feedback and input provided during the PPSC and PDP-WT meetings on Saturday, February 28th at the ICANN meeting in Mexico City and the suggestions provided by Liz Williams in a separate document. It should be noted that this is not an exhaustive list, but is intended to serve as a basis for further discussion by the PDP-WT.

	Task I: 
Develop breakdown of future Policy Development Process including relevant sub-categories to serve as a 

basis for further work

	Proposed Phases
	Issues to be addressed

	WT Position / Proposed next steps
	Timing

	A.   Planning / Initiation 
	· Who has the right to initiate a request for an issues report

· Procedures for requesting an issues report

· Issues Scoping – identify the agreed upon goal of the PDP

· What can be the end result of a PDP

· Role of the office of the General Counsel

· How to incorporate public comments

· How to make PDPs more efficient

· Expected Outcome of Planning/Initiation Phase

· Build in flexibility to allow for additional research and/or fact finding
	
	

	B.   Proposal Review and Voting Thresholds
	· How to maintain flexibility on launching a policy development process

· Consider an appeals mechanism in case the GNSO votes against initiating a PDP requested by an AC or SO

· Should the approved voting thresholds apply to the entire GNSO Council or just members present (as is current practice)

· Where in the process is chartering done?

· Should expedited procedures be available in case of ‘urgency’?

· How to involve advice from other ACs or SOs, and obtain consistent input from the Board?
	
	

	C.   Policy Development Work 
	· How to maximize effectiveness of working groups
· How to Prioritize PDPs
· How to link policy development with ICANN strategic planning and budgeting

· Timing

· Should implementation guidelines, impact and feasibility be part of the work of a WG
	
	

	D. Adoption and Implementation
	· When a WG makes a recommendation, is the GNSO required to adopt the entire recommendation or can it approve part of it? Idem for the Board

· Format of Report to the Board on Recommendations
	
	

	E.   Assessment of Policy Effectiveness and Compliance
	· How to build in periodic assessment on whether the policy is working and/or whether the PDP process is working
	
	


	Task II: 
Identify overarching issues that need to be addressed

	Overarching Issue
	Issues to be addressed
	WT Position / Proposed next steps
	Timing

	Development of Definitions
	· What is meant with Policy Development Process? What falls in this category? When does it start?

· Consensus policies
 – difference between registry and registrar definitions

· Clarification of terminology and distinguish between a request for an issues report and a request for a PDP

· Constituency vs. Stakeholder Group

· What is meant with ‘in scope’ and ‘not in scope’ as these concepts are used in relation to voting thresholds
	
	

	Translation
	· What translations should be provided at each stage of a policy development process

· How will translation impact timing / delay e.g. in relation to public comment period

· How to assess success and/or additional needs for translation
	
	

	Timing
	· Timeline for Policy Development Process

· Allow for sufficient flexibility to build in additional stages if/when needed e.g. workshop, requests for specific information
	
	

	Alignment with Contractual Requirements and Bylaws
	· How to update the Bylaws

· Build in flexibility in PDP procedures to allow for adaptation and updates if/when needed
	
	

	Development of standard materials
	· Draft Charter

· Request for an issues report

· Rules and procedures
	
	


ANNEX I
SOURCE INFORMATION

Notes of Brainstorming Session on February 28th
Phase A-  Planning/Initiation Phase

· Who has the right to initiate a request an issues report

· Individuals
· stakeholder group 
· ICANN board 
·  advisory committee
· Procedures for requesting an issues report

· should there be an intake process that evaluates the importance of PDP requests

· In considering an intake Committee – 

· We must guard against too many bodies; would be useful to clarify the role of intake committee vs. Council  

· Avoid duplicate jobs and make clear what each is doing

· Prioritizing PDPs after considering staff resources, existing PDPs and importance of issue

· Identification  of information or questions to be answered prior to requesting an issues report, such as

· analysis of ICANN's policy making remit and demonstration of a clear understanding of scope

· clarification of whether a technical issue is involved  that has a bearing on registrar or registry contracts 

· explanation of why the issue is worthy of exploration 

· description of  who is affected and how

· description of the risks associated with the problem 

· Other

· Development of a standard template
· Issue Scoping--  identify the agreed upon goal of the PDP

· Expected outcome  

· Identifying the tools available for achieving the Outcome

· What can be the end result of a PDP

· Policies affecting contracted parties

· Policies that apply to ICANN

· Best Practices

· Informational bulletins or guidelines 

· Contract Revisions

· Role of the Office of the General Counsel (OGC)

· Whether it is appropriate to include an opinion related to scope

· If yes:

· at what stage would input be appropriate

· improvements in the process for getting input from the OGC

· is there a procedure to proceed on PDP even if the OCP determines that issue is out of scope 

· Should there be legal counsel dedicated to the Policy Process

· How to Incorporate Public Comment 

· Request for Input

· Option for a Workshop

· RFIs

· How to solicit public comment from groups that do not participate in ICANN

· How to demonstrate how the public comment was considered

· Making PDPs more efficient

· Consolidation of all resource materials considered in launching the PDP 

· Need to coordinate with other teams within ICANN such as SSAC

· How to research the issue sufficient to obtain information for the issues report
· Expected Outcome of Planning/Initiation Phase

· Request for an Issues Report

· Research Report

· Issues Report

Phase B-  Proposal Review and Voting Thresholds

· Need to maintain flexibility on how to launch a policy development policy

· Try not to build too many steps in launching a PDP  

· Appeals process if an Advisory Committee requests an Issues Report and the GNSO votes against initiating the PDP

· Whether the Board approved voting thresholds apply to the entire GNSO council or just the members present 

· Where in the process Chartering is done (Overlap between committees) / voting

· Should expedited procedures be available under limited circumstances

· How to involve advice from other ACs and SOs and obtain consistent input with the Board
Phase C-  Work Phase

· How to maximize effectiveness of working group 

· face to face meetings with working groups

· mechanism to report a process failure 
· Periodic communications with Office of General Counsel if direction of policy recommendations raises issues related to scope

· Linking the policy development process with ICANN’s strategic planning and budgeting

· Timing

·   Should Build in sufficient time to solicit constituency and stakeholder input

· How to Incorporate Public Comment 

· Request for Comment on solutions or recommendations


· Option for a workshop on status of work 

· How to obtain public comment from groups that do not participate in ICANN

· To expand the information available related to a PDP, a neutral – broad workshop should be offered to be attended by entire community (Cross stakeholder/cross constituencies, ACs, etc.) 

· May need expertise / sessions to draw on different experts

· How are public comments handled -  need to be more transparent on how considered

Phase D- Voting  and Implementation

· When the GNSO makes a recommendation to the Board,  is the Board required to adopt the entire recommendation or can it approve part of the recommendation

· Review of the five-day time frame of delivery of recommendation to the Board

· Format of Report to the Board on recommendations

Phase E-  Assessment of Policy Effectiveness and Compliance

· Need to build in periodic Council self assessments on whether the policy is working or whether the PDP process is working 

Suggestions from Liz Williams

The PDP process could usefully be broken up into the following four phases.  In these phases one can, of course,  build in all kinds of modules of activity that are checked off (for example, is this related to ccNSO, would the GAC be interested, should the General Counsel's office be consulted early on; where would public comment periods be usefully inserted)

1.  Initiation Phase

During this phase any individual, stakeholder group, the board or advisory committee could initiate a PDP on any issue within ICANN's mission and scope.

The checklist for an Initiator is:

1. analysis of ICANN's policy making remit and demonstration of a clear understanding of scope

2. is it a technical issue that has a bearing on registrar or registry contracts (which would become binding contracted parties as Consensus Policy)

3. is it an issue that is worthy of exploration (which could turn into a Policy Advisory)

4. describe who is affected and how

5. describe the risk associated with the problem (costs consumers; technical breakages)

All this should be done on a form that is submitted in a consistent, templated way and then distributed for comment; put on the GNSO Council's agenda for "intake assessment" in terms of resource prioritistation.

TIMING:  Anyone could put in an Initiation at any time but we'd probably need at least a 30 day time period for the Initiation Report to be distributed to stake holders.

OUTPUT:  Initiation Report  

2.  Research Phase

During this phase the internal staff take charge of producing a comprehensive baseline document that is used to guide the issue exploration.

A checklist for this phase includes:

6. analysis of ICANN's policy making remit and demonstration of a clear understanding of scope

7. review of “consensus policy or policy advisory” potential status

8. General Counsel consultation

9. Necessary to get external advice (technical, economic, legal, regulatory)?

10. Risk assessment for organisation

11. Public participation management

TIMING:  Depends on resource allocation and any external advice but most likely another 30 day period.

OUTPUT:  Research Report  

3.  Policy Development Phase

Assuming that the GNSO Council has approved the start of a formal PDP process then this phase in the substantive work section within the GNSO.  A special timeline needs to be incorporate here that takes account of the necessity for getting external advice; involving other ACs and SOs and consistent interaction with the Board.

The checklist for the PDP Phase is:

12. analysis of ICANN's policy making remit and demonstration of a clear understanding of scope

13. is it a technical issue that has a bearing on registrar or registry contracts (which would become binding contracted parties as Consensus Policy)

14. constituency and stakeholder group consultations

15. face to face meetings with working groups

16. and many other discretionary modules like public comment periods

TIMING:  Depends on resource allocation and any external advice but most likely another 120 day period.

OUTPUT:  Policy Report & Recommendations  

4.  Implementation and Review 

Assuming that the GNSO Council approves the policy report or advisory documentation, hand off to the Board for final approval and then further hand off to operational staff.  How to develop effectiveness measures, efficiency, value for money and fitness for purpose require further thought.

TIMING:  Most likely dependent on Board meeting schedule and any supplementary requirements from the Board.

OUTPUT:  Policy Development Process Review
ANNEX II
EXCERPTS FROM EXISTING CONTRACTS RELATING TO POLICIES 
THE REGISTRAR ACCREDITATION AGREEMENT (RAA)
http://www.icann.org/en/registrars/ra-agreement-17may01.htm
3.3.4 Registrar shall abide by any ICANN specification or policy established as a Consensus Policy according to Section 4 that requires registrars to cooperatively implement a distributed capability that provides query-based Whois search functionality across all registrars. If the Whois service implemented by registrars does not in a reasonable time provide reasonably robust, reliable, and convenient access to accurate and up-to-date data, the Registrar shall abide by any ICANN specification or policy established as a Consensus Policy according to Section 4 requiring Registrar, if reasonably determined by ICANN to be necessary (considering such possibilities as remedial action by specific registrars), to supply data from Registrar's database to facilitate the development of a centralized Whois database for the purpose of providing comprehensive Registrar Whois search capability.
…
3.3.5 In providing query-based public access to registration data as required by Subsections 3.3.1 and 3.3.4, Registrar shall not impose terms and conditions on use of the data provided, except as permitted by policy established by ICANN. 

…

3.3.7 Registrar's obligations under Subsection 3.3.6 shall remain in effect until the earlier of (a) replacement of this policy with a different ICANN policy, established according to Section 4, governing bulk access to the data subject to public access under Subsection 3.3.1, or (b) demonstration, to the satisfaction of the United States Department of Commerce, that no individual or entity is able to exercise market power with respect to registrations or with respect to registration data used for development of value-added products and services by third parties.

3.3.8 To comply with applicable statutes and regulations and for other reasons, ICANN may from time to time adopt policies and specifications establishing limits (a) on the Personal Data concerning Registered Names that Registrar may make available to the public through a public-access service described in this Subsection 3.3 and (b) on the manner in which Registrar may make such data available. In the event ICANN adopts any such policy, Registrar shall abide by it.
…
3.7.1 In the event ICANN adopts a specification or policy, supported by a consensus of ICANN-Accredited registrars, establishing or approving a Code of Conduct for ICANN-Accredited registrars, Registrar shall abide by that Code.

…

3.7.7 Registrar shall require all Registered Name Holders to enter into an electronic or paper registration agreement with Registrar including at least the following provisions:

….3.7.7.11 The Registered Name Holder shall agree that its registration of the Registered Name shall be subject to suspension, cancellation, or transfer pursuant to any ICANN adopted specification or policy, or pursuant to any registrar or registry procedure not inconsistent with an ICANN adopted specification or policy, (1) to correct mistakes by Registrar or the Registry Operator in registering the name or (2) for the resolution of disputes concerning the Registered Name.
…
3.7.8 Registrar shall abide by any specifications or policies established according to Section 4 requiring reasonable and commercially practicable (a) verification, at the time of registration, of contact information associated with a Registered Name sponsored by Registrar or (b) periodic re-verification of such information.

3.7.9 Registrar shall abide by any ICANN adopted specifications or policies prohibiting or restricting warehousing of or speculation in domain names by registrars.
…
3.8 Domain-Name Dispute Resolution. During the Term of this Agreement, Registrar shall have in place a policy and procedures for resolution of disputes concerning Registered Names. Until different policies and procedures are established by ICANN under Section 4, Registrar shall comply with the Uniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy identified on ICANN's website (www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm).
…

4. PROCEDURES FOR ESTABLISHMENT OR REVISION OF SPECIFICATIONS AND POLICIES.
4.1 Registrar's Ongoing Obligation to Comply With New or Revised Specifications and Policies. During the Term of this Agreement, Registrar shall comply with the terms of this Agreement on the schedule set forth in Subsection 4.4, with

4.1.1 new or revised specifications (including forms of agreement to which Registrar is a party) and policies established by ICANN as Consensus Policies in the manner described in Subsection 4.3,

4.1.2 in cases where:

4.1.2.1 this Agreement expressly provides for compliance with revised specifications or policies established in the manner set forth in one or more subsections of this Section 4; or

4.1.2.2 the specification or policy concerns one or more topics described in Subsection 4.2.

4.2 Topics for New and Revised Specifications and Policies. New and revised specifications and policies may be established on the following topics:

4.2.1 issues for which uniform or coordinated resolution is reasonably necessary to facilitate interoperability, technical reliability, and/or operational stability of Registrar Services, Registry Services, the DNS, or the Internet;

4.2.2 registrar policies reasonably necessary to implement ICANN policies or specifications relating to a DNS registry or to Registry Services;

4.2.3 resolution of disputes concerning the registration of Registered Names (as opposed to the use of such domain names), including where the policies take into account use of the domain names;

4.2.4 principles for allocation of Registered Names (e.g., first-come/first-served, timely renewal, holding period after expiration);

4.2.5 prohibitions on warehousing of or speculation in domain names by registries or registrars;

4.2.6 maintenance of and access to accurate and up-to-date contact information regarding Registered Names and nameservers;

4.2.7 reservation of Registered Names that may not be registered initially or that may not be renewed due to reasons reasonably related to (a) avoidance of confusion among or misleading of users, (b) intellectual property, or (c) the technical management of the DNS or the Internet (e.g., "example.com" and names with single-letter/digit labels);

4.2.8 procedures to avoid disruptions of registration due to suspension or termination of operations by a registry operator or a registrar, including allocation of responsibility among continuing registrars of the Registered Names sponsored in a TLD by a registrar losing accreditation; and

4.2.9 the transfer of registration data upon a change in registrar sponsoring one or more Registered Names.

Nothing in this Subsection 4.2 shall limit Registrar's obligations as set forth elsewhere in this Agreement.

4.3 Manner of Establishment of New and Revised Specifications and Policies.

4.3.1 "Consensus Policies" are those specifications or policies established based on a consensus among Internet stakeholders represented in the ICANN process, as demonstrated by (a) action of the ICANN Board of Directors establishing the specification or policy, (b) a recommendation, adopted by at least a two-thirds vote of the council of the ICANN Supporting Organization to which the matter is delegated, that the specification or policy should be established, and (c) a written report and supporting materials (which must include all substantive submissions to the Supporting Organization relating to the proposal) that (i) documents the extent of agreement and disagreement among impacted groups, (ii) documents the outreach process used to seek to achieve adequate representation of the views of groups that are likely to be impacted, and (iii) documents the nature and intensity of reasoned support and opposition to the proposed policy.

4.3.2 In the event that Registrar disputes the presence of such a consensus, it shall seek review of that issue from an Independent Review Panel established under ICANN's bylaws. Such review must be sought within fifteen working days of the publication of the Board's action establishing the policy. The decision of the panel shall be based on the report and supporting materials required by Subsection 4.3.1. In the event that Registrar seeks review and the Independent Review Panel sustains the Board's determination that the policy is based on a consensus among Internet stakeholders represented in the ICANN process, then Registrar must implement such policy unless it promptly seeks and obtains a stay or injunctive relief under Subsection 5.6.

4.3.3 If, following a decision by the Independent Review Panel convened under Subsection 4.3.2, Registrar still disputes the presence of such a consensus, it may seek further review of that issue within fifteen working days of publication of the decision in accordance with the dispute resolution procedures set forth in Subsection 5.6; provided, however, that Registrar must continue to implement the policy unless it has obtained a stay or injunctive relief under Subsection 5.6 or a final decision is rendered in accordance with the provisions of Subsection 5.6 that relieves Registrar of such obligation. The decision in any such further review shall be based on the report and supporting materials required by Subsection 4.3.1.

4.3.4 A specification or policy established by the ICANN Board of Directors on a temporary basis, without a prior recommendation by the council of an ICANN Supporting Organization, shall also be considered to be a Consensus Policy if adopted by the ICANN Board of Directors by a vote of at least two-thirds of its members, so long as the Board reasonably determines that immediate temporary establishment of a specification or policy on the subject is necessary to maintain the operational stability of Registrar Services, Registry Services, the DNS, or the Internet, and that the proposed specification or policy is as narrowly tailored as feasible to achieve those objectives. In establishing any specification or policy under this provision, the ICANN Board of Directors shall state the period of time for which the specification or policy is temporarily adopted and shall immediately refer the matter to the appropriate Supporting Organization for its evaluation and review with a detailed explanation of its reasons for establishing the temporary specification or policy and why the Board believes the policy should receive the consensus support of Internet stakeholders. If the period of time for which the specification or policy is adopted exceeds ninety days, the Board shall reaffirm its temporary establishment every ninety days for a total period not to exceed one year, in order to maintain such specification or policy in effect until such time as it meets the standard set forth in Subsection 4.3.1. If the standard set forth in Subsection 4.3.1 is not met within the temporary period set by the Board, or the council of the Supporting Organization to which it has been referred votes to reject the temporary specification or policy, it will no longer be a "Consensus Policy."

4.3.5 For all purposes under this Agreement, the policies specifically identified by ICANN on its website (www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm) at the date of this Agreement as having been adopted by the ICANN Board of Directors before the date of this Agreement shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as "Consensus Policies" and accordingly shall not be subject to review under Subsection 4.3.2.

4.3.6 In the event that, at the time the ICANN Board of Directors establishes a specification or policy under Subsection 4.3.1 during the Term of this Agreement, ICANN does not have in place an Independent Review Panel established under ICANN's bylaws, the fifteen-working-day period allowed under Subsection 4.3.2 to seek review shall be extended until fifteen working days after ICANN does have such an Independent Review Panel in place and Registrar shall not be obligated to comply with the specification or policy in the interim.

4.4 Time Allowed for Compliance. Registrar shall be afforded a reasonable period of time after receiving notice of the establishment of a specification or policy under Subsection 4.3 in which to comply with that specification or policy, taking into account any urgency involved.

From the .com Registry Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/com/
Section 3.1         Covenants of Registry Operator.  Registry Operator covenants and agrees with ICANN as follows:

(a)               Preserve Security and Stability.  

(i)                  ICANN Temporary Specifications or Policies.  Registry Operator shall comply with and implement all specifications or policies established by the ICANN Board of Directors on a temporary basis, if adopted by the ICANN Board of Directors by a vote of at least two-thirds of its members, so long as the ICANN Board of Directors reasonably determines that immediate temporary establishment of a specification or policy on the subject is necessary to maintain the Stability or Security (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iv)(G)) of Registry Services or the DNS (“Temporary Specification or Policies”).  Such proposed specification or policy shall be as narrowly tailored as feasible to achieve those objectives.  In establishing any specification or policy under this provision, the ICANN Board of Directors shall state the period of time for which the specification or policy is temporarily adopted and shall immediately implement the Consensus Policy development process set forth in ICANN's Bylaws.  ICANN shall also issue an advisory statement containing a detailed explanation of its reasons for adopting the temporary specification or policy and why the Board believes the specification or policy should receive the consensus support of Internet stakeholders. If the period of time for which the specification or policy is adopted exceeds 90 days, the ICANN Board shall reaffirm its temporary adoption every 90 days for a total period not to exceed one year, in order to maintain such policy in effect until such time as it shall become a Consensus Policy as described in Section 3.1(b) below.  If during such one year period, the temporary policy or specification does not become a Consensus Policy meeting the standard set forth in Section 3.1(b) below, Registry Operator shall no longer be required to comply with or implement such temporary policy or specification. 

(b)
Consensus Policies.  

(i)                  At all times during the term of this Agreement and subject to the terms hereof, Registry Operator will fully comply with and implement all Consensus Policies found at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm, as of the Effective Date and as may in the future be developed and adopted in accordance with ICANN’s Bylaws and as set forth below.  

(ii)                "Consensus Policies" are those specifications or policies established (1) pursuant to the procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws and due process, and (2) covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below.  The Consensus Policy development process and procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws may be revised from time to time in accordance with ICANN’s Bylaws, and any Consensus Policy that is adopted through such a revised process and covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below shall be considered a Consensus Policy for purposes of this Agreement.  

(iii)               For all purposes under this Agreement, the policies identified at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as "Consensus Policies."

(iv)              Consensus Policies and the procedures by which they are developed shall be designed to produce, to the extent possible, a consensus of Internet stakeholders, including the operators of gTLDs.  Consensus Policies shall relate to one or more of the following: (1) issues for which uniform or coordinated resolution is reasonably necessary to facilitate interoperability, Security and/or Stability of the Internet or DNS; (2) functional and performance specifications for the provision of Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below); (3) Security and Stability of the registry database for the TLD; (4) registry policies reasonably necessary to implement Consensus Policies relating to registry operations or registrars; or (5) resolution of disputes regarding the registration of domain names (as opposed to the use of such domain names).  Such categories of issues referred to in the preceding sentence shall include, without limitation:

(A)              principles for allocation of registered names in the TLD (e.g., first-come, first-served, timely renewal, holding period after expiration);

(B)              prohibitions on warehousing of or speculation in domain names by registries or registrars;

(C)              reservation of registered names in the TLD that may not be registered initially or that may not be renewed due to reasons reasonably related to (a) avoidance of confusion among or misleading of users, (b) intellectual property, or (c) the technical management of the DNS or the Internet  (e.g., establishment of reservations of names from registration);

(D)              maintenance of and access to accurate and up-to-date information concerning domain name registrations;

(E)               procedures to avoid disruptions of domain name registration due to suspension or termination of operations by a registry operator or a registrar, including procedures for allocation of responsibility for serving registered domain names in a TLD affected by such a suspension or termination; and

(F)               resolution of disputes regarding whether particular parties may register or maintain registration of particular domain names.

(v)                In addition to the other limitations on Consensus Policies, they shall not: 

(A)              prescribe or limit the price of Registry Services;

(B)              modify the standards for the consideration of proposed Registry Services, including the definitions of Security and Stability (set forth below) and the standards applied by ICANN;

(C)              for two years following the Effective Date, modify the procedure for the consideration of proposed Registry Services;

(D)              modify the terms or conditions for the renewal or termination of this Agreement;

(E)               modify ICANN’s obligations to Registry Operator under Section 3.2 (a), (b), and (c);

(F)               modify the limitations on Consensus Policies or Temporary Specifications or Policies;

(G)              modify the definition of Registry Services;

(H)              modify the terms of Sections 7.2 and 7.3, below; and 

(I)                 alter services that have been implemented pursuant to Section 3.1(d) of this Agreement (unless justified by compelling and just cause based on Security and Stability).

(vi)              Registry Operator shall be afforded a reasonable period of time following notice of the establishment of a Consensus Policy or Temporary Specifications or Policies in which to comply with such policy or specification, taking into account any urgency involved.

In the event of a conflict between Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below), on the one hand, and Consensus Policies developed in accordance with this Section 3.1(b) or any Temporary Specifications or Policies established pursuant to Section 3.1(a)(i) above, on the other hand, the Consensus Polices or Temporary Specifications or Policies shall control, notwithstanding any other provisions contained within this Agreement. 

From the .Com Registry/Registrar Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/verisign/appendix-08-01oct08.pdf
2.11. Compliance with Operational Requirements. Registrar agrees to comply with, and shall include in its registration agreement with each Registered Name Holder as appropriate, operational standards, policies, procedures, and practices for the Registry TLD established from time to time by VNDS in a non- arbitrary manner and applicable to all registrars (“Operational Requirements”), including affiliates of VNDS, and consistent with VNDS's Registry Agreement with ICANN, as applicable, upon VNDS's notification to Registrar of the establishment of those terms and conditions.
…..
2.13. Prohibited Domain Name Registrations. In addition to complying with ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices limiting domain names that may be registered, Registrar agrees to comply with applicable statutes and regulations limiting the domain names that may be registered.
From the .net Registry Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/net/net-registry-agreement-01jul05.html
Section 3.1  Covenants of Registry Operator. Registry Operator covenants and agrees with ICANN as follows: 

(a)  Preserve Security and Stability. 

(i)  ICANN Temporary Specifications or Policies. Registry Operator shall comply with and implement all specifications or policies established by the ICANN Board of Directors on a temporary basis, if adopted by the ICANN Board of Directors by a vote of at least two-thirds of its members, so long as the ICANN Board of Directors reasonably determines that immediate temporary establishment of a specification or policy on the subject is necessary to maintain the Stability or Security (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iv)(G)) of Registry Services or the DNS ("Temporary Specification or Policies"). Such proposed specification or policy shall be as narrowly tailored as feasible to achieve those objectives. In establishing any specification or policy under this provision, the ICANN Board of Directors shall state the period of time for which the specification or policy is temporarily adopted and shall immediately implement the Consensus Policy development process set forth in ICANN's Bylaws. ICANN shall also issue an advisory statement containing a detailed explanation of its reasons for adopting the temporary specification or policy and why the Board believes the specification or policy should receive the consensus support of Internet stakeholders. If the period of time for which the specification or policy is adopted exceeds 90 days, the ICANN Board shall reaffirm its temporary adoption every 90 days for a total period not to exceed one year, in order to maintain such policy in effect until such time as it shall become a Consensus Policy as described in Section 3.1(b) below. If during such one year period, the temporary policy or specification does not become a Consensus Policy meeting the standard set forth in Section 3.1(b) below, Registry Operator shall no longer be required to comply with or implement such temporary policy or specification. 

(b)  Consensus Policies. 

(i)  At all times during the term of this Agreement and subject to the terms hereof, Registry Operator will fully comply with and implement all Consensus Policies found at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm, as of the Effective Date and as may in the future be developed and adopted in accordance with ICANN's Bylaws and as set forth below. 

(ii)  "Consensus Policies" are those specifications or policies established (1) pursuant to the procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws and due process, and (2) covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below. The Consensus Policy development process and procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws may be revised from time to time in accordance with ICANN's Bylaws, and any Consensus Policy that is adopted through such a revised process and covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below shall be considered a Consensus Policy for purposes of this Agreement. 

(iii)  For all purposes under this Agreement, the policies identified at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as "Consensus Policies." 

(iv)  Consensus Policies and the procedures by which they are developed shall be designed to produce, to the extent possible, a consensus of Internet stakeholders, including the operators of gTLDs. Consensus Policies shall relate to one or more of the following: (1) issues for which uniform or coordinated resolution is reasonably necessary to facilitate interoperability, Security and/or Stability of the Internet or DNS; (2) functional and performance specifications for the provision of Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below); (3) Security and Stability of the registry database for the TLD; (4) registry policies reasonably necessary to implement Consensus Policies relating to registry operations or registrars; or (5) resolution of disputes regarding the registration of domain names (as opposed to the use of such domain names). Such categories of issues referred to in the preceding sentence shall include, without limitation: 

(A)  principles for allocation of registered names in the TLD (e.g., first-come, first-served, timely renewal, holding period after expiration); 

(B)  prohibitions on warehousing of or speculation in domain names by registries or registrars; 

(C)  reservation of registered names in the TLD that may not be registered initially or that may not be renewed due to reasons reasonably related to (a) avoidance of confusion among or misleading of users, (b) intellectual property, or (c) the technical management of the DNS or the Internet (e.g., establishment of reservations of names from registration); 

(D)  maintenance of and access to accurate and up-to-date information concerning domain name registrations; 

(E)  procedures to avoid disruptions of domain name registration due to suspension or termination of operations by a registry operator or a registrar, including procedures for allocation of responsibility for serving registered domain names in a TLD affected by such a suspension or termination; and 

(F)  resolution of disputes regarding whether particular parties may register or maintain registration of particular domain names. 

(v)  In addition to the other limitations on Consensus Policies, they shall not: 

(A)  prescribe or limit the price of Registry Services; 

(B)  modify the standards for the consideration of proposed Registry Services, including the definitions of Security and Stability (set forth below) and the standards applied by ICANN; 

(C)  for three years following the Effective Date, modify the procedure for the consideration of proposed Registry Services; 

(D)  modify the terms or conditions for the renewal or termination of this Agreement; 

(E)  modify ICANN's obligations to Registry Operator under Section 3.2 (a), (b), and (c); 

(F)  modify the limitations on Consensus Policies or Temporary Specifications or Policies; 

(G)  modify the definition of Registry Services; 

(H)  modify the terms of Sections 7.2 and 7.3, below; and 

(I)  alter services that have been implemented pursuant to Section 3.1(d) of this Agreement (unless justified by compelling and just cause based on Security and Stability). 

(vi)  Registry Operator shall be afforded a reasonable period of time following notice of the establishment of a Consensus Policy or Temporary Specifications or Policies in which to comply with such policy or specification, taking into account any urgency involved. 

In the event of a conflict between Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below), on the one hand, and Consensus Policies developed in accordance with this Section 3.1(b) or any Temporary Specifications or Policies established pursuant to Section 3.1(a)(i) above, on the other hand, the Consensus Polices or Temporary Specifications or Policies shall control, notwithstanding any other provisions contained within this Agreement. 

.net Registry/Registrar Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/net/appendix8-01oct08.pdf
2.11. Compliance with Operational Requirements. Registrar agrees to comply

with, and shall include in its registration agreement with each Registered Name

Holder as appropriate, operational standards, policies, procedures, and practices

for the Registry TLD established from time to time by VNDS in a non-arbitrary

manner and applicable to all registrars (“Operational Requirements”), including

affiliates of VNDS, and consistent with VNDS's Registry Agreement with ICANN,

as applicable, upon VNDS's notification to Registrar of the establishment of those

terms and conditions.
…

2.13. Prohibited Domain Name Registrations. In addition to complying with

ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices limiting domain names that

may be registered, Registrar agrees to comply with applicable statutes and

regulations limiting the domain names that may be registered.
.biz Registry Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/biz/registry-agmt-08dec06.htm
3.1 (b)  Consensus Policies.
3.1 (b)(i)  At all times during the term of this Agreement and subject to the terms hereof, Registry Operator will fully comply with and implement all Consensus Policies found at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm, as of the Effective Date and as may in the future be developed and adopted in accordance with ICANN’s Bylaws and as set forth below.
3.1 (b)(ii)  "Consensus Policies" are those specifications or policies established (1) pursuant to the procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws and due process, and (2) covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below. The Consensus Policy development process and procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws may be revised from time to time in accordance with ICANN’s Bylaws, and any Consensus Policy that is adopted through such a revised process and covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below shall be considered a Consensus Policy for purposes of this Agreement.
3.1 (b)(iii)  For all purposes under this Agreement, the policies identified at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as "Consensus Policies."
3.1 (b)(iv)  Consensus Policies and the procedures by which they are developed shall be designed to produce, to the extent possible, a consensus of Internet stakeholders, including the operators of gTLDs. Consensus Policies shall relate to one or more of the following: (1) issues for which uniform or coordinated resolution is reasonably necessary to facilitate interoperability, Security and/or Stability of the Internet or DNS; (2) functional and performance specifications for the provision of Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below); (3) Security and Stability of the registry database for the TLD; (4) registry policies reasonably necessary to implement Consensus Policies relating to registry operations or registrars; or (5) resolution of disputes regarding the registration of domain names (as opposed to the use of such domain names). Such categories of issues referred to in the preceding sentence shall include, without limitation:
3.1 (b)(iv)(A)  principles for allocation of registered names in the TLD (e.g., first-come, first-served, timely renewal, holding period after expiration);
3.1 (b)(iv)(B)  prohibitions on warehousing of or speculation in domain names by registries or registrars;
3.1 (b)(iv)(C)  reservation of registered names in the TLD that may not be registered initially or that may not be renewed due to reasons reasonably related to (a) avoidance of confusion among or misleading of users, (b) intellectual property, or (c) the technical management of the DNS or the Internet (e.g., establishment of reservations of names from registration);
3.1 (b)(iv)(D)  maintenance of and access to accurate and up-to-date information concerning domain name registrations;
3.1 (b)(iv)(E)  procedures to avoid disruptions of domain name registration due to suspension or termination of operations by a registry operator or a registrar, including procedures for allocation of responsibility for serving registered domain names in a TLD affected by such a suspension or termination; and
3.1 (b)(iv)(F)  resolution of disputes regarding whether particular parties may register or maintain registration of particular domain names.
3.1 (b)(v)  In addition to the other limitations on Consensus Policies, they shall not:
3.1 (b)(v)(A)  prescribe or limit the price of Registry Services;
3.1 (b)(v)(B)  modify the standards for the consideration of proposed Registry Services, including the definitions of Security and Stability (set forth below) and the standards applied by ICANN;
3.1 (b)(v)(C)  for two years following the Effective Date, modify the procedure for the consideration of proposed Registry Services;
3.1 (b)(v)(D)  modify the terms or conditions for the renewal or termination of this Agreement; 
3.1 (b)(v)(E)  modify ICANN’s obligations to Registry Operator under Section 3.2 (a), (b), and (c);
3.1 (b)(v)(F)  modify the limitations on Temporary Specifications or Consensus Policies;
3.1 (b)(v)(G)  modify the definition of Registry Services;
3.1 (b)(v)(H)  modify the terms of Sections 7.2 below; or
3.1 (b)(v)(I)  alter services that have been implemented pursuant to Section 3.1(d) of this Agreement (unless justified by compelling and just cause based on Security and Stability.
3.1 (b)(vi)  Registry Operator shall be afforded a reasonable period of time following notice of the establishment of a Consensus Policy or Temporary Specifications or Policies in which to comply with such policy or specification, taking into account any urgency involved. In the event of a conflict between Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below), on the one hand, and Consensus Policies developed in accordance with this Section 3.1(b) or any Temporary Specifications or Policies established pursuant to Section 3.1(a)(i) above, on the other hand, the Consensus Polices or Temporary Specifications or Policies shall control, notwithstanding any other provisions contained within this Agreement.
From the .biz Registry/Registrar Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/biz/appendix-08-08dec06.htm
3.10. Compliance with Terms and Conditions. Registrar shall comply with, and shall include in its registration agreement with each Registered Name Holder as appropriate, all of the following: 

3.10.1. ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices for which Registry Operator has monitoring responsibility in accordance with the Registry Agreement or other arrangement with ICANN. 

3.10.2. Operational standards, policies, procedures, and practices for the Registry TLD as set forth in the Registry Agreement and as established from time to time by Registry Operator in a non-arbitrary manner and applicable to all registrars, including affiliates of Registry Operator, and consistent with ICANN's standards, policies, procedures, and practices and Registry Operator's Registry Agreement with ICANN. 
…
3.11. Restrictions on Registered Names. In addition to complying with ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices limiting domain names that may be registered, Registrar agrees to comply with applicable statutes and regulations limiting the domain names that may be registered. 

From the .info Registry Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/info/registry-agmt-08dec06.htm
Section 3.1 Covenants of Registry Operator. Registry Operator covenants and agrees with ICANN as follows:

(a) Preserve Security and Stability.

(i) ICANN Temporary Specifications or Policies. Registry Operator shall comply with and implement all specifications or policies established by the ICANN Board of Directors on a temporary basis, if adopted by the ICANN Board of Directors by a vote of at least two-thirds of its members, so long as the ICANN Board of Directors reasonably determines that immediate temporary establishment of a specification or policy on the subject is necessary to maintain the Stability or Security (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iv)(G)) of Registry Services or the DNS (“Temporary Specification or Policies”). Such proposed specification or policy shall be as narrowly tailored as feasible to achieve those objectives. In establishing any specification or policy under this provision, the ICANN Board of Directors shall state the period of time for which the specification or policy is temporarily adopted and shall immediately implement the Consensus Policy development process set forth in ICANN's Bylaws. ICANN shall also issue an advisory statement containing a detailed explanation of its reasons for adopting the temporary specification or policy and why the Board believes the specification or policy should receive the consensus support of Internet stakeholders. If the period of time for which the specification or policy is adopted exceeds 90 days, the ICANN Board shall reaffirm its temporary adoption every 90 days for a total period not to exceed one year, in order to maintain such policy in effect until such time as it shall become a Consensus Policy as described in Section 3.1(b) below. If during such one year period, the temporary policy or specification does not become a Consensus Policy meeting the standard set forth in Section 3.1(b) below, Registry Operator shall no longer be required to comply with or implement such temporary policy or specification.

(b)       Consensus Policies.

(i)  At all times during the term of this Agreement and subject to the terms hereof, Registry Operator will fully comply with and implement all Consensus Policies found at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm, as of the Effective Date and as may in the future be developed and adopted in accordance with ICANN’s Bylaws and as set forth below.

(ii)  "Consensus Policies" are those specifications or policies established (1) pursuant to the procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws and due process, and (2) covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below. The Consensus Policy development process and procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws may be revised from time to time in accordance with ICANN’s Bylaws, and any Consensus Policy that is adopted through such a revised process and covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below shall be considered a Consensus Policy for purposes of this Agreement.

(iii)  For all purposes under this Agreement, the policies identified at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as "Consensus Policies."

(iv)  Consensus Policies and the procedures by which they are developed shall be designed to produce, to the extent possible, a consensus of Internet stakeholders, including the operators of gTLDs. Consensus Policies shall relate to one or more of the following: (1) issues for which uniform or coordinated resolution is reasonably necessary to facilitate interoperability, Security and/or Stability of the Internet or DNS; (2) functional and performance specifications for the provision of Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below); (3) Security and Stability of the registry database for the TLD; (4) registry policies reasonably necessary to implement Consensus Policies relating to registry operations or registrars; or (5) resolution of disputes regarding the registration of domain names (as opposed to the use of such domain names). Such categories of issues referred to in the preceding sentence shall include, without limitation:

(A)       principles for allocation of registered names in the TLD (e.g., first-come, first-served, timely renewal, holding period after expiration);

(B)       prohibitions on warehousing of or speculation in domain names by registries or registrars;

(C)       reservation of registered names in the TLD that may not be registered initially or that may not be renewed due to reasons reasonably related to (a) avoidance of confusion among or misleading of users, (b) intellectual property, or (c) the technical management of the DNS or the Internet (e.g., establishment of reservations of names from registration);

(D)       maintenance of and access to accurate and up-to-date information concerning domain name registrations;

(E)       procedures to avoid disruptions of domain name registration due to suspension or termination of operations by a registry operator or a registrar, including procedures for allocation of responsibility for serving registered domain names in a TLD affected by such a suspension or termination; and

(F)       resolution of disputes regarding whether particular parties may register or maintain registration of particular domain names.

(v)        In addition to the other limitations on Consensus Policies, they shall not:

(A)       prescribe or limit the price of Registry Services;

(B)       modify the standards for the consideration of proposed Registry Services, including the definitions of Security and Stability (set forth below) and the standards applied by ICANN;

(C)  for two years following the Effective Date, modify the procedure for the consideration of proposed Registry Services;

(D)       modify the terms or conditions for the renewal or termination of this Agreement; 

(E)       modify ICANN’s obligations to Registry Operator under Section 3.2 (a), (b), and (c);

(F)       modify the limitations on Temporary Specifications or Consensus Policies;

(G)       modify the definition of Registry Services;

(H)       modify the terms of Sections 7.2 below; or

(I)  alter services that have been implemented pursuant to Section 3.1(d) of this Agreement (unless justified by compelling and just cause based on Security and Stability.

(vi)       Registry Operator shall be afforded a reasonable period of time following notice of the establishment of a Consensus Policy or Temporary Specifications or Policies in which to comply with such policy or specification, taking into account any urgency involved. In the event of a conflict between Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below), on the one hand, and Consensus Policies developed in accordance with this Section 3.1(b) or any Temporary Specifications or Policies established pursuant to Section 3.1(a)(i) above, on the other hand, the Consensus Polices or Temporary Specifications or Policies shall control, notwithstanding any other provisions contained within this Agreement.
From the .info Registry/Registrar Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/info/appendix-08-08dec06.htm
3.5. Compliance with Terms and Conditions. Registrar shall comply with each of the following requirements, and further shall include in its registration agreement with each Registered Name Holder, as applicable, an obligation for such Registered Name Holder to comply with each of the following requirements: 

3.5.1. ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices for which Afilias has monitoring responsibility in accordance with the Registry Agreement or other arrangement with ICANN; and 

3.5.2. operational standards, policies, procedures, and practices for the Registry TLD established from time to time by Afilias in a non-arbitrary manner and applicable to all registrars, including affiliates of Afilias, and consistent with ICANN's standards, policies, procedures, and practices and Afilias’ Registry Agreement with ICANN. 
…

3.12. Restrictions on Registered Names. In addition to complying with ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices limiting domain names that may be registered, Registrar agrees to comply with applicable statutes and regulations limiting the domain names that may be registered.
From the .org Registry Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/org/registry-agmt-16jul08.htm
Section 3.1 Covenants of Registry Operator. Registry Operator covenants and agrees with ICANN as follows: 

3.1(a) Preserve Security and Stability. 

3.1(a)(i) ICANN Temporary Specifications or Policies. Registry Operator shall comply with and implement all specifications or policies established by the ICANN Board of Directors on a temporary basis, if adopted by the ICANN Board of Directors by a vote of at least two-thirds of its members, so long as the ICANN Board of Directors reasonably determines that immediate temporary establishment of a specification or policy on the subject is necessary to maintain the Stability or Security (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iv)(G)) of Registry Services or the DNS ("Temporary Specification or Policies"). Such proposed specification or policy shall be as narrowly tailored as feasible to achieve those objectives. In establishing any specification or policy under this provision, the ICANN Board of Directors shall state the period of time for which the specification or policy is temporarily adopted and shall immediately implement the Consensus Policy development process set forth in ICANN's Bylaws. ICANN shall also issue an advisory statement containing a detailed explanation of its reasons for adopting the temporary specification or policy and why the Board believes the specification or policy should receive the consensus support of Internet stakeholders. If the period of time for which the specification or policy is adopted exceeds 90 days, the ICANN Board shall reaffirm its temporary adoption every 90 days for a total period not to exceed one year, in order to maintain such policy in effect until such time as it shall become a Consensus Policy as described in Section 3.1(b) below. If during such one year period, the temporary policy or specification does not become a Consensus Policy meeting the standard set forth in Section 3.1(b) below, Registry Operator shall no longer be required to comply with or implement such temporary policy or specification. 

3.1(b) Consensus Policies. 

3.1(b)(i) At all times during the term of this Agreement and subject to the terms hereof, Registry Operator will fully comply with and implement all Consensus Policies found at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm, as of the Effective Date and as may in the future be developed and adopted in accordance with ICANN's Bylaws and as set forth below. 

3.1(b)(ii) "Consensus Policies" are those specifications or policies established (1) pursuant to the procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws and due process, and (2) covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below. The Consensus Policy development process and procedure set forth in ICANN's Bylaws may be revised from time to time in accordance with ICANN's Bylaws, and any Consensus Policy that is adopted through such a revised process and covering those topics listed in Section 3.1(b)(iv) below shall be considered a Consensus Policy for purposes of this Agreement. 

3.1(b)(iii) For all purposes under this Agreement, the policies identified at http://www.icann.org/general/consensus-policies.htm shall be treated in the same manner and have the same effect as "Consensus Policies." 

3.1(b)(iv) Consensus Policies and the procedures by which they are developed shall be designed to produce, to the extent possible, a consensus of Internet stakeholders, including the operators of gTLDs. Consensus Policies shall relate to one or more of the following: (1) issues for which uniform or coordinated resolution is reasonably necessary to facilitate interoperability, Security and/or Stability of the Internet or DNS; (2) functional and performance specifications for the provision of Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below); (3) Security and Stability of the registry database for the TLD; (4) registry policies reasonably necessary to implement Consensus Policies relating to registry operations or registrars; or (5) resolution of disputes regarding the registration of domain names (as opposed to the use of such domain names). Such categories of issues referred to in the preceding sentence shall include, without limitation: 

3.1(b)(iv)(A) principles for allocation of registered names in the TLD (e.g., first-come, first-served, timely renewal, holding period after expiration); 

3.1(b)(iv)(B) prohibitions on warehousing of or speculation in domain names by registries or registrars; 

3.1(b)(iv)(C) reservation of registered names in the TLD that may not be registered initially or that may not be renewed due to reasons reasonably related to (a) avoidance of confusion among or misleading of users, (b) intellectual property, or (c) the technical management of the DNS or the Internet (e.g., establishment of reservations of names from registration); 

3.1(b)(iv)(D) maintenance of and access to accurate and up-todate information concerning domain name registrations; 

3.1(b)(iv)(E) procedures to avoid disruptions of domain name registration due to suspension or termination of operations by a registry operator or a registrar, including procedures for allocation of responsibility for serving registered domain names in a TLD affected by such a suspension or termination; and 

3.1(b)(iv)(F) resolution of disputes regarding whether particular parties may register or maintain registration of particular domain names. 

3.1(b)(v) In addition to the other limitations on Consensus Policies, they shall not: 

3.1(b)(v)(A) prescribe or limit the price of Registry Services; 

3.1(b)(v)(B) modify the standards for the consideration of proposed Registry Services, including the definitions of Security and Stability (set forth below) and the standards applied by ICANN; 

3.1(b)(v)(C) for two years following the Effective Date, modify the procedure for the consideration of proposed Registry Services; 

3.1(b)(v)(D) modify the terms or conditions for the renewal or termination of this Agreement; 

3.1(b)(v)(E) modify ICANN's obligations to Registry Operator under Section 3.2 (a), (b), and (c); 

3.1(b)(v)(F) modify the limitations on Temporary Specifications or Consensus Policies; 

3.1(b)(v)(G) modify the definition of Registry Services; 

3.1(b)(v)(H) modify the terms of Sections 7.2 below; or 

3.1(b)(v)(I) alter services that have been implemented pursuant to Section 3.1(d) of this Agreement (unless justified by compelling and just cause based on Security and Stability. 

3.1(b)(vi) Registry Operator shall be afforded a reasonable period of time following notice of the establishment of a Consensus Policy or Temporary Specifications or Policies in which to comply with such policy or specification, taking into account any urgency involved. In the event of a conflict between Registry Services (as defined in Section 3.1(d)(iii) below), on the one hand, and Consensus Policies developed in accordance with this Section 3.1(b) or any Temporary Specifications or Policies established pursuant to Section 3.1(a)(i) above, on the other hand, the Consensus Polices or Temporary Specifications or Policies shall control, notwithstanding any other provisions contained within this Agreement. 
From the .org Registry/Registrar Agreement
http://www.icann.org/en/tlds/agreements/org/appendix-08-08dec06.htm
3.5. Compliance with Terms and Conditions. Registrar shall comply with each of the following requirements, and further shall include in its registration agreement with each Registered Name Holder, as applicable, an obligation for such Registered Name Holder to comply with each of the following requirements:

3.5.1. ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices for which PIR has monitoring responsibility in accordance with the Registry Agreement or other arrangement with ICANN; and

3.5.2. operational standards, policies, procedures, and practices for the Registry TLD established from time to time by PIR in a non-arbitrary manner and applicable to all registrars, including affiliates of PIR, and consistent with ICANN's standards, policies, procedures, and practices and PIR’S Registry Agreement with ICANN. Additional or revised PIR operational standards, policies, procedures, and practices for the Registry TLD shall be effective upon thirty days notice by PIR to Registrar. If there is a discrepancy between the terms required by this Agreement and the terms of the Registrar’s registration agreement, the terms of this Agreement shall supersede those of the Registrar’s registration agreement.
…

3.12. Restrictions on Registered Names. In addition to complying with ICANN standards, policies, procedures, and practices limiting domain names that may be registered, Registrar agrees to comply with applicable statutes and regulations limiting the domain names that may be registered.

� Further details on some of the ideas provided on these issues can be found in Annex I 


� Excerpts from the Registrar Accreditation Agreement and the Registry Agreements can be found in Annex II
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