Definitions
Historical summary

Bob Parsons appears to have introduced the term “domain kiting” in a blog post in 2006.  In the post he chose to call the activity “kiting”, but his definition described what later came to be  termed “domain tasting” (as PIR did in their letter to Steve Crocker on March 26th 2006).  This confusion of terms carried forward for some time as can be seen in a MessageLabs report published several months later.

Eventually, the current definition of domain kiting (the serial re-registration of a domain to get a domain for free) solidified, but it is not clear whether it was based on any actual activity or whether it was simply a matter of repurposing an already confused definition to cover a possible abuse scenario. 

ICANN staff looked into domain kiting (while developing the 2007 issue report on domain tasting) and could not find anything except anecdotal evidence of the activity.  A 2008 study by Affilias [need sources on this if we include it] using .info registry data supported this (negative) finding.

Historical references

Bob Parsons (May 11, 2006) – http://www.bobparsons.me/117/35-million-names-registered-april-32-part-kiting-scheme-serious-problem-gets-worse.html
Why I call it domain kiting.
Here’s why I chose to call it domain kiting. All of us are familiar with the illegal practice of check kiting. Quite simply check kiting involves taking advantage of timing and the banking system to generate cash that simply isn’t there. In many ways that is what domain kiting does. Domain kiting takes advantage of timing and the domain name system in an abusive and improper way to generate cash.

In a nutshell, here’s how domain kiting works.
Domain kiting registrars put up mini-Web sites – loaded with search engine links – for domains names for which they never pay. When people land on these Web sites and click on the links, money is made. It’s easy to spot one of these registrars as the number of total registrations they make often far exceed the number of permanent registrations – or names for which they actually pay. This is why during the month of April 2006, out of 35 million registrations, only a little more than 2 million were permanent or actually purchased. The vast majority of the rest were part of the domain kiting scheme.

Wikipedia (first entry posted May 29, 2006) – http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Domain_tasting
Domain tasting should not be confused with domain kiting, which is the process of deleting a domain name during the five-day grace period and immediately re-registering it for another five-day period. This process is repeated any number of times with the end result of having the domain registered without ever actually paying for it.

MessageLabs (June 5, 2006) – http://www.itbsoftware.com/pr/7876
‘’Disposable domains are becoming a larger problem via a tactic known as ‘domain kiting’ in which cyber-criminals acquire domains without paying for them and use them for illegal gains,’’ says Mark Sunner, the chief technology officer at MessageLabs. 

ICANN Issues Report on Domain Tasting (June 14, 2007) – http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&ct=res&cd=3&ved=0CBEQFjAC&url=http%3A%2F%2Fgnso.icann.org%2Fissues%2Fdomain-tasting%2Fgnso-domain-tasting-report-14jun07.pdf&ei=tIgVS6jEJJS9lAeBsti_BQ&usg=AFQjCNHwMwBDnhrkePOWXY4NMM5VF8snxg&sig2=UYJjJbE1Jcyhxqxsw6HBVQ
3.6 Domain Kiting

Registrants may also abuse the AGP for continual registration, deletion, and re-registration of the same names in order to avoid paying the registration fees. This practice is sometimes referred to as “domain kiting.” This term has been mistakenly used as being synonymous with domain tasting, but it refers to multiple and often consecutive tasting of the same domain name. ICANN staff has received anecdotal reports that this type of activity is occurring, but does not currently have data to demonstrate definitively that domain kiting occurs or to what extent.

The anecdotal reports received by the ICANN staff would indicate that:

1. Very few registrants engage in kiting;

2. Those registrars who facilitate kiting are discovered and warned by the registry to cease the behaviour;

3. Kiting practices cannot enable a registrant to “keep” a single domain name. Any name is available to be taken in the drop pool by another registrant. The activity is only practicable if attempting to maintain a number of names – some would be lost at each drop.


RAP Working Group (August 27, 2009) – https://st.icann.org/data/workspaces/reg-abuse-wg/attachments/registration_abuse_policies_working_group:20090827124156-0-997/original/RAPWG%2520Abuse%2520Categories%2520and%2520Types%2520-%252027%2520August%25202009.doc 

Abuse of the five-day grace period to register, delete and immediately re-registering domains with the end result of having the domain registered without ever actually paying for it.

Possible clarifications

Scope of kiting – Does kiting include reregistering names across multiple registrars, by multiple registrants?   Proposal – yes.

What are the boundary conditions between tasting, kiting and “disposable domains”?  Proposal:

Domain Tasting (abuse of AGP to test traffic and revenue potential of a domain, with the intent to keep only those with viable PPC value) vs 

Domain Kiting (abuse of AGP to obtain a domain for free through serial re-registration of the domain, with no intention of ever paying for registration) vs 

Disposable Domain (abuse of the AGP to obtain a domain for free, usually with the intent to obfuscate the identity of a bad actor) 

Possible actions

Recommended – Refine the definitions of tasting and kiting based on the discussion and defined boundary conditions above.
Recommended – Incorporate these definitions in any review or refinement of excess-delete policy and data collection or data reporting efforts.
Recommended – Alert ICANN staff to the possibility of kiting as a possible abuse of the add-grace period.
Recommended – Check with other working groups (eg domain tasting) to determine if follow-on studies have useful definitions and data.

Recommended – Conduct broader research (at the registry level) to determine to what extent domain kiting is a problem

