Sub Group C
Matrix of Whois options and outcomes: legal/natural and commercial/non-commercial

Aside from a discussion on what data should be published or withheld from publication, this matrix uses the categories of ‘open’ and ‘closed’ Whois. 
- ‘Open’ means WHOIS data openly published as it is today 

- ‘Closed’ means some WHOIS data is not published, as in the OPOC proposal. 
 
Actions for Sub Group C members:
· Please add examples where new examples will add to understanding of show exceptions to the rule. 

· Please add criteria for how to an entity in each cell (e.g. legal + commercial) might be distinguished. 
	
	Commercial 
	Non-commercial

	Legal
	Legal person + commercial objective
e.g. a legal partnership (law firm) or limited liability company 

Whois output: OPEN 

Criteria for establishing this status:
· company or legal registration?

· Self-declaration? 
	Legal person + non-commercial objective
e.g. a not for profit organisation such as ICANN, or Medecins san Frontieres, or – in some jurisdictions – a sports club, trade association or faith-based organisation. 
Whois output:  ?

Criteria for establishing this status:

· Legal registration?

· Self-declaration?

· Membership of recognised non-profit list, e.g. WIPO interlocutor? 

	Natural
	Natural person + commercial objective
e.g. a sole trader such as an eBay merchant or small business owner, or a chartered accountant or solicitor in solo practice
Whois output: OPEN
Criteria for establishing this status:

· Self-declaration?

 
	Natural person + non-commercial objective
e.g. a blogger, operator of email list(s), family website, hobby site/email use
Whois output: CLOSED

Criteria for establishing this status:

· Legal registration?

· Self-declaration?

 


