February 7, 2007

Memorandum for the Reserved Names Working Group
From Timothy Denton

1. Purpose: This note describes the rationale for the reservation of certain names and symbol-strings to IANA and ICANN, and sets out which names have been reserved.

2. Names that Have Been Reserved:

Table 1: ICANN-related names

The following names shall be reserved at the second level and at all other levels within the TLD at which Registry Operator makes registrations:

	TLD
	Reserved Names
	Year of Agreement

	.aero
	aso
	dnso
	icann
	internic
	pso
	2001

	.asia
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2006

	.biz
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2006

	.cat
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2005

	.com
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2006

	.coop
	aso
	dnso
	icann
	internic
	pso
	2001

	.info
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2006

	.jobs
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2005

	.mobi
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2005

	.museum
	aso
	dnso
	icann
	internic
	pso
	2001

	.name
	aso
	dnso
	icann
	internic
	pso
	2001

	.net
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2005

	.org
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2006

	.pro
	aso
	dnso
	icann
	internic
	pso
	2002

	.tel
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2006

	.travel
	aso
	aso
	icann
	internic
	ccnso
	2005


Table 2: IANA-Related Names

	TLD
	X
	Reserved Names

	.aero

.asia
.biz

.cat

.com

.coop

.info

.jobs

.mobi

.museum

.name

.net

.org

.pro

.tel

.travel
	All names in Reserved Names column at right are reserved in each TLD at left.
	afrinic 

apnic 

arin 

example 

gtld-servers 

iab 

iana 

iana-servers 

iesg 

ietf 

irtf 

istf 

lacnic 

latnic 

rfc-editor 

ripe 

root-servers 




A. Labels Reserved at All Levels. The following names shall be reserved at the second level and at all other levels within the TLD at which Registry Operator makes registrations: 

3. Rationales: 

a) IANA

There has been little need in the past to justify decisions about some reserved names, some of which must date from the days of John Postel. A search has revealed only a few paragraphs here and there if justification.
The IANA-reserved names list relate to functions and institutions within the purview of IANA: subordinate nameservers, IANA’s regional nodes, the request for comment editor, and so forth. 

The standard explanation offered to those seeking to register such names is given by IANA thus:
General responses to other reserved domains:

Thank you for your enquiry.

Domain names reserved by the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority are not

available for sale, registration or transfer. These have been reserved

on policy grounds, and include single letter domains, domains with

hyphens in the third and fourth positions, and other reserved words.

Should the policies regarding these rules change, they will be released

from IANA's registration according to revised policy.

b) ICANN
The words reserved by ICANN also relate to essential parts of the organization, as it has evolved, and the justification for reservation is equally obvious.

A consultation with ICANN officials yielded the same result: no one recalls any record of any public or private document that describes the rationale for having a scheduled names list, or that describes the reasons why particular strings were included (or excluded).The "schedule of reserved names" was born with the new TLD registry agreements in early 2001.  
4. Recommendation for Experts
Though it is quite likely that early participants in IANA and ICANN could testify to the origins of these reserved names, it is quite obvious that these would be of historical interest only, as the justifications are self-evident and not controversial.

5. Relevant Documents

The ICANN registry agreements set forth the reserved names in question.

I have been unable to find directly relevant RFCs or other documents pertaining to this class of reserved name.
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