Definition of Reserved Names used by the RN-WG, Draft 1, 17 April 2007

For the purpose of developing recommendations that are readily usable in the GNSO New gTLD PDP report and in response to direction received from the GNSO Council in Lisbon, the Reserved Name Working Group (RN-WG) focused attention in its final recommendations only on reserved name requirements that apply to all new gTLDs for which clear requirements could be defined.  Depending on the specific reserved name category as well as the type (ASCII or IDN), the reserved name requirements recommended may apply in any one or more of the following levels as indicated:

1. At the top level regarding gTLD string restrictions
2. At the second-level as contractual conditions

3. At the third-level as contractual conditions for any new gTLDs that offer domain name registrations at the third-level.

Therefore, the final RN-WG reserved name recommendations fall into the following categories:
1. ICANN/IANA names

2. Single & two-character names, including the use of symbols

3. Tagged names

4. NIC, Whois and www

5. gTLD names at the second level (or third level if applicable).
In its work, the RN-WG also focused on the following categories of names:
· Geographical and geopolitical names

· Specific names reserved by particular gTLD registries at the second and third level

· Controversial names.

In the case of the second category, the lists of registry specific names were unique to particular gTLD registries rather than to all gTLDs and thus did not fit the focus of the group.  In the case of geographical/geopolitical names and controversial names, it was very difficult if not impossible to define clear reservation requirements that could be applied for all new gTLDs; at the same time, the work completed by the group seemed to be very applicable to the processes developed as part of the New gTLD PDP, so recommendations are included in this report for consideration as part of those processes.
