Data Escrow
Issue Description
Data Escrow is the act of storing data with a neutral third party in case of registry or registrar failure, accreditation termination, or accreditation relapse without renewal. ICANN requires all registrars and gTLD registries to contract with a data escrow provider in order to safeguard registrants. Both registry and registry escrows follow the same system: a weekly full deposit on Sundays, and a partial deposit on all other days containing all new data since the last full deposit
. Some have suggested that should there be a requirement for ‘thick’ Whois, there should no longer be a requirement for registrars to escrow their data.
Data Escrow in a ‘thick’ Whois environment

In a thick model, Whois data is currently stored by the registrar, registry on two escrow accounts (possibly stored at the same location). Under today's policies, with a thick Whois model, the Whois data is stored in four logical locations (registry, registrar, escrow accounts). In the case of a failure, the data may be available from up to three other locations.
Data Escrow in a ‘thick’ Whois environment, without a requirement for the registrar to escrow

With a thick Whois model but without registrar escrow, the data is stored in three logical locations. In the case of a failure, the data may be available from up to two other locations.
Possible advantages of maintaining the exiting data escrow requirements under a ‘thick’ Whois model

Multiple escrow accounts imply additional failure fallback options. Since most catastrophic failures are often the result of multiple failures, having multiple backups is preferential. 

Possible downsides of maintaining the exiting data escrow requirements under a ‘thick’ Whois model

Additional costs to registries as additional data will be required to be stored, but this has not been raised as a concern by the Registry Stakeholder Group in its comments.
Conclusion

Most WG members agree that multiple copies are better than fewer, but some feel that four copies is excessive.  From this perspective, most agree that this is another reason to require ‘thick’ Whois. 

On balance, all but one group (the Registrar Stakeholder Group) agrees that if a thick Whois model is adopted, there should be no change to the current escrow rules. 
Preliminary Recommendation #2 [Note, to be decided whether the recommendation remains with this section, or whether it will be moved together will all recommendations]: The WG recommends that ICANN should explore the implications of two escrows, which could conceivably be stored at the same site removing the benefit of the duplication, and the implications of registrar/registry integration which could result in those "two" sites being co-located.
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