Competition in Registry Services
Issue Description
The WG was tasked to consider what the impact would be on competition in registry services should all Registries be required to provide Whois service using the ‘thick’ Whois model – would there be more, less or no difference with regard to competition in registry services.
Competition in Registry Services in the current Whois environment

Today, the two largest gTLD registries (.com and .net) are exempt from the requirement to offer ‘thick’ Whois services, as well as .jobs. All other registries, including new gTLDs, are required to operate a ‘thick’ Whois model. Some noted that such a situation is not conducive to promoting full competition among registries. 
Competition in Registry Services in a ‘thick’ Whois environment

The WG observed that in a ‘thick’ Whois environment all registries would be operating on a level playing field as the same Whois service would be provided.
Possible advantages for competition in registry services under a ‘thick’ Whois model

Most WG agree that requiring ‘thick’ Whois would create a level playing field among registries. Most WG members are of the view that diversity in Whois data models is inappropriate as a matter of competitive advantage among registries. Furthermore, some observed that if all gTLDs would work under the same Whois regime, this would ensure that registrants can rely on a uniform and consistent standard with regard to Whois services.
Possible downsides for competition in registry services under a ‘thick’ Whois model

Some WG members are of the view that creating a level playing field and requiring the provision of the same Whois services would reduce competition as there would be no difference in the Whois model offered and registrants could only choose the same standardized Whois services.
Conclusion
Most WG members agree that there will be more, or no difference, in competition if 'thick' Whois would be required, although it was also noted that a possible requirement for ‘thick’ Whois would affect over a 120 million domain name registrations.
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