Study Submission #8

Provided Hypothesis / Hypotheses:

· Falsified Whois records are often associated with spammers

· Certain Registrars fail to enforce Whois accuracy

· These Registrars benefit financially by harboring spammers

· Registrars face no consequences for unethical handling of Whois inaccuracies.

Suggested Hypothesis:

{Some} Registrars knowingly tolerate inaccurate or falsified Whois data to financially gain from spammers {and other bad actors}, and because there are no consequences for doing so.

Study Submission #11


Provided Hypothesis / Hypotheses:

· The use of IDN characters in TLDs will impair the accuracy and readability of Whois records displaying the domain name, email address, and nameserver addresses.

Suggested Hypothesis:

The inclusion of non-ASCII character sets in {certain fields of} {web-based or Port 43} Whois records will detract from data accuracy and readability. {Note:  I would ask the group to determine if this hypothesis is within the scope of our WG objectives.  The submitter appears to describe the technical challenges associated with supporting multiple character sets and homographic problems.}
