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An application may be rejected if it is determined that there is substantial opposition to it from a significant portion of a sector/community or a closely related sector/community for which the string may either be explicitly or implicitly targeted.
 

Opposition must be objection based: the objector must demonstrate, based on objective and verifiable evidence, that:

(a) It represents a significant portion of the community
(b) It is authorized, or has legitimate standing, to object on behalf of the community, and
(c) The legitimate rights or interests of the objecting community will be materially harmed or prejudiced by introduction of the proposed gTLD.

 

The sector or community should be interpreted broadly and will include for example an economic sector, a cultural community, or a linguistic community.
 

Explicit targeting means there is a description of the intended use of the TLD in the application.  Implicit targeting means that the objecting institution makes an assumption of targeting or that there may be confusion by users over its intended use.
Substantial Opposition:  Criteria including required documentation will be prepared by ICANN.  In judging substantial opposition, the process will include consideration of both of the following:

· Theamount of objection formally submitted in the new gTLD dispute process from completely independent established institutions
· The level of support for the new gTLD proposal from completely independent established institutions as verified from the application.

Established institution: While the normal criteria should be for an institution that has been in formal existence for at least 5 years, in exceptional cases, standing may be granted to an institution that has been in existence for fewer then 10 years. Exceptional circumstance may relate to reasons such as: organization was reorganized or merged with another organization, community is younger the 5 years.

Formal existence: This is defined by an appropriate form of public registration or clear public historical evidence. Third party validation by a government, Intergovernmental organization or well known established institution (e.g., International Red Cross, a Bar Association, a Medical Certification Body) may also be used.  The following ICANN organizations would qualify as having formal existence: GAC, ALAC, GNSO, ccNSO and ASO.
