Afilias Public Comment on Proposed IDN GTLD Constituency
Afilias appreciates the opportunity to provide its point of view to the ICANN Community regarding the proposed IDN GTLD Constituency.

Afilias is a global provider of Internet infrastructure services that connect people to their data.  Our reliable, secure, scalable, and globally available technology supports a wide range of applications including Internet domain registry services, Managed DNS, internationalized email and internationalized domain names, as well as services in the RFID and supply chain market.

Afilias respectfully submits that several problems exist with the proposed IDN GTLD Constituency.
1. An IDN GTLD Constituency with  governmental members having a form of voting representation poses challenges with regard to the role of government within ICANN 

The IDN GTLD Constituency proposal intends to change the role of governments from an advisory role, represented through the Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC), to a voting role in the GNSO policy-making body.  Mixing governments with private citizens and other organizations is likely to result in representational disparities for potential members of such a constituency.
2. An IDN GTLD Constituency with restricted membership rights is potentially discriminatory. 

The IDN GLD Constituency proposal intends to preclude membership to anyone from a “Latin TLD.”  We believe that this approach is discriminatory, and does not adequately take into account the fact that issues regarding the deployment of IDNs are often universal, especially in the policy arena.  We believe that “non-Latin” users have been well represented in ICANN community discussions on IDNs, and in addition, ICANN itself has appointed regional liaisons who are trusted community members with a keen understanding of the linguistic issues in the regions they serve.

3. An IDN GTLD is nothing more than a GTLD 

We believe that at the DNS level, a GTLD represented in a local language is nothing more than another GTLD.  The current model already allows for various types of GTLDs, with varying levels of restrictions, to be represented in the ICANN Community.  The creation of an artificial category of “IDN GLTD” is likely to further obfuscate issues at a time when simplification and clarity is needed.

4. ICANN’s primary role is in the technical coordination of the DNS
One of the stated purposes of the proposed constituency is to promote human rights for "hitherto neglected segments of society, specifically, those non-English speaking or non-LATIN character writing communities".  While a laudable goal, this proposal opens the door to ICANN itself being viewed as a body that itself somehow defines, implements or promotes human rights.  We believe that ICANN’s primary role is to be the globally recognized technical coordinator for the DNS and that this proposal could unnecessarily embroil ICANN in contested political issues that are outside its mission.   
IDNs are among the most exciting developments on the Internet.  We are pleased that ICANN is taking many steps to support this development, and we exhort ICANN to remain inclusive, open and responsive to the needs of the non English speaking world, who would be most served by the introduction of IDNs.

Sincerely,

      X
Brian Cute
Vice President, Afilias

