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AT-‐LARGE	  ADVISORY	  COMMITTEE	  
ALAC	  Statement	  on	  the	  Preliminary	  GNSO	  Issue	  Report	  on	  the	  	  

Registrar	  Accreditation	  Agreement	  Amendments	  
	  

Introduction	  
By	  the	  Staff	  of	  ICANN	  

 
 

This	   Statement	  was	   originally	   composed	   by	   the	   following	   individuals	   after	   discussion	   of	   the	   topic	  within	  	  	  	  
At-‐Large:	  
	  

• Carlton	   Samuels,	   At-‐Large	   Advisory	   Committee	   (ALAC)	   member	   from	   the	   Latin	   American	   and	  
Caribbean	   Islands	  Regional	  At-‐Large	  Organization	   (LACRALO)	  and	  Vice	  Chair	  of	   the	  ALAC	  Executive	  
Committee;	  	  

• Alan	  Greenberg,	  ALAC	  Liaison	  to	  the	  GNSO	  and	  At-‐Large	  member	  from	  the	  North	  American	  Regional	  
At-‐Large	  Organization	  (NARALO);	  and	  	  

• Holly	  Raiche,	  Vice-‐Chair	  of	  the	  Asia,	  Australasian	  and	  Pacific	  Islands	  Regional	  At-‐Large	  Organization	  
(APRALO).	  

 
On	   6	   January	   2012,	   this	   Statement	   was	   posted	   on	   the	   At-‐Large	   Preliminary	   GNSO	   Issue	   Report	   on	   the	  
Registrar	  Accreditation	  Agreement	  Amendments	  Workspace. 
 
On	  that	  same	  day,	  Olivier	  Crépin-‐Leblond,	  Chair	  of	  the	  ALAC,	  requested	  At-‐Large	  Staff	  to	  send	  a	  three-‐day	  
call	  for	  comments	  on	  the	  draft	  Statement	  to	  all	  At-‐Large	  members	  via	  the	  ALAC-‐Announce	  Mailing	  List.	   
 
On	   13	   January,	   the	   Chair	   of	   the	   ALAC	   requested	   that	   Staff	   open	   a	   five-‐day	   ALAC	   ratification	   on	   the	  
Statement.	   	  The	  Chair	  also	  requested	  that	   the	  Statement	  be	  transmitted	  to	   the	  public	  comment	  process,	  
copying	  the	  ICANN	  Staff	  member	  responsible	  for	  this	  public	  comment	  topic,	  along	  with	  a	  note	  saying	  that	  
the	  document	  was	  currently	  undergoing	  ALAC	  ratification	  with	  a	  vote	  to	  start	  shortly.	  	  

	  [End	  of	  Introduction]	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
The	  original	  version	  of	  this	  document	  is	  the	  English	  text	  available	  at	  
http://www.atlarge.icann.org/correspondence.	  Where	  a	  difference	  of	  interpretation	  exists	  or	  is	  perceived	  to	  
exist	  between	  a	  non-‐English	  edition	  of	  this	  document	  and	  the	  original	  text,	  the	  original	  shall	  prevail.	  
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The	   ALAC	   endorses	   all	   twenty-‐four	   (24)	   topics	   defined	   in	   the	   Final	   Report	   under	   the	   headings	   Registrar	  
Obligations/Duties,	  Privacy	  and	  Proxy	  Services/Resellers,	  WHOIS	  Data	  and	  Contract	  Administration	  as	  good	  
and	   necessary	   subjects	   for	   consensus	   decision-‐making	   in	   furtherance	   of	   an	   improved	   Registration	  
Accreditation	  Agreement	  (RAA).	  

We	  are	  seized	  on	  the	  desirability	  for	  these	  amendments	  to	  be	  confirmed	  in	  time	  for	  adoption	  as	  defining	  
contractual	   terms	   for	  all	  gTLD	  registries,	   including	  those	  expected	  to	  be	  raised	   in	   this	  new	  round.	  	   In	   this	  
context,	   the	   ALAC	   fully	   endorse	   the	   recommendation	   for	   the	   several	   PDPs	   required	   to	   enact	   these	  
proposed	  amendments	  and	  we	  urge	  the	  GNSO	  to	  commence	  and	  conclude	  the	  PDPs	  recommended	  by	  this	  
report	  in	  the	  shortest	  possible	  time.	  

The	  ALAC	  is	  ever	  mindful	  that	  the	  current	  Registrar	  Accreditation	  Agreement	  (RAA)	  not	  only	  outlines	  a	  legal	  
relationship	   between	   ICANN	   and	   Registrars	   but	   also	   defines	   obligations	   of	   the	   contracted	   parties	  which	  
materially	  impact	  the	  interests	  of	  ordinary	  Internet	  users,	  something	  of	  immediacy	  to	  our	  Bylaw-‐mandated	  
role.	   And	  while	   the	   perceived	   implementation	   priorities	   of	   this	   report	   do	   not	   necessarily	   reflect	   the	   At-‐
Large's	  view,	  we	  note	  and	  approve	  its	  embrace	  of	  the	  public	  interest	  objectives	  of	  certain	  other	  significant	  
sectors	  of	  the	  ICANN	  community.	  

Our	  position	   is	   fixed:	  we	   support	   an	  RAA	   that	   substantially	   conserves	   the	  policy	  objectives	  of	   the	   ICANN	  
community	   judged	   to	  be	   in	   the	  global	  public	   interest	  already	   severally	  agreed.	  	   In	   this	   context,	   the	  ALAC	  
embraces	  all	  elements	  in	  the	  RAA	  that	  enable	  and	  give	  meaning	  to	  the	  At-‐Large	  perspectives	  on	  consumer	  
protection,	   assurance,	   security	   and	   maintenance	   of	   the	   benefits	   accrued	   from	   the	   fair	   use	   of	   Internet	  
names	  and	  numbers	  resources	  by	  ordinary	  Internet	  users.	  	  Our	  Statement	  to	  the	  Board	  of	  May	  2011	  affirms	  
the	  RAA	  and	  matters	  attending	  as	   subject	   to	   the	   transparency	  and	  accountability	   framework	  of	   the	  AoC.	  
	  We	  reiterate	  here	  that	  this	  framework	  agreed	  by	  ICANN	  is	  the	  minimum	  threshold	  for	  its	  operations	  in	  a	  
multi-‐stakeholder	  world.	  	  And	   the	  ALAC	   is	  emphatic	   that	  as	   such,	  all	   aspects	  of	   the	  RAA	  must	   reflect	   the	  
spirit,	   if	  not	   the	   letter,	  of	   the	  consensus	  policy	  positions	  of	   the	  global	  multi-‐stakeholder	  community.	  	  We	  
commend	   the	   At-‐Large’s	   perspectives	   outlined	   in	   our	   'aspirational'	   Charter	   for	   Registrants	   Rights	   and	  
Responsibilities	  as	  a	  good	  starting	  point	  to	  contemplate	  a	  renewal	  of	  the	  RAA	  in	  furtherance	  of	  enforcing	  
the	  global	  public	  interests.	  

We	   encourage	   the	   GNSO’s	   quick	   and	   positive	   response	   to	   the	   Issues	   Report	   with	   the	   reasonable	  
expectation	   that	   the	   At-‐Large	   participation	   in	   the	   PDP	   is	   assured	   so	   that	   peripheral	   but	   highly	  
complementary	  matters	  to	  these	  amendments	  can	  be	  aired	  and	  possibly	  addressed	  by	  the	  community.	  

	  

	  


