The Phantom Registrar Menace
Many of us recall the Eurid landrush fiasco that called into question whether .EU registrars were really businesses at all.  The .EU accreditation process was characterized as lax to the degree that hundreds of new “phantom” registrars were able to successfully game the landrush cycle.

As ICANN moves into its new gTLD phase, we need to ensure that ICANN processes do not allow for a bevy of “phantom” registrars to similarly game ICANN’s upcoming gTLD landrush periods.

By my estimation, ICANN at the moment has in the general neighborhood of five hundred “phantom” registrars (registrars that exist only as shell corporations that primarily function as a device to gain access to the deleted names pool).  ICANN has taken to labeling these entities as “families” of registrars.
In my view, ICANN should be taking a hard look at whether these “families” (many of whom share the same physical address and contact information) are legitimately entitled to receive accreditations.  
If current policies are such that shell corporations without on-premises physical equipment or without any actual administrative, management and operating personnel can obtain accreditation, then we as a community are at risk of having ICANN’s future gTLD rollout compromised by the bad actors that ICANN has seen fit to accredit and by the next set of rogues that with the wave of a lawyer’s pen will be instantly formed en masse just prior to the next set of gTLD landrush periods.
Just as the Eurid fiasco impacted the European community, so too will ICANN-accredited bogus/phantom registrars come to negatively impact the worldwide community… and assuredly, the repercussions of gamed landrush cycles will have many questioning whether ICANN should retain its status as manager of the DNS.
To stave off this problem and to proactively deal with its current “phantom” menace, ICANN should revisit its Registrar Accreditation Application and devise new criteria that would eliminate all applicants that exist only as paper entities.  
