Proposed Approach to Strings Raising Cultural, Linguistic, and other Sensitivities

I. Receipt of Objection by designated ICANN staff – Forward to retained expert provider upon receipt of objection [define elsewhere who has standing to raise objection]. Time frames should be established along with a formal procedure describing documents, etc. 

1. ICANN staff/designated expert provider may either (i) accept the objection; (ii) reject the objection; or (iii) invoke review process.

2. Either applicant or objector can request review of staff decision to accept or reject the objection.  

3. Subject to a transparent mechanism (filing fee/monetary deposit) to discourage abuse of the review process and reduce risk of frivolous objections, including by competitors for string/or a similar string.

4. Upon request for review, ICANN convenes a three member panel from an established, and published pool of pre-qualified panelists with recognized expertise in public international law in the relevant areas [see Standard of Review below].  

· Either the applicant or the objector may identify members of the pool who may have conflicts of interest, and ICANN will not select those individuals for the panel if the objection is determined to be credible or if said panelist recluses themselves.    

· Expertise and international standing should be the primary criteria for developing the pool of resources.

· To the extent practicable- considering available pool and specific expertise, panel should be geographically diverse.

· Panel will evaluate application, based on [application,  additional submissions of each party limited to x pages, criteria to be based on ‘standard of review” relevant to string – see II, below.] 

· After review process is completed, the panel’s findings will be forwarded, with the application, to the Board. The review panel’s findings shall be publicly available, along with all documentation and documented discussions. 

II. Standard of review:  a string will be rejected if a majority of the panel find that it could be "interpreted as implying any right to engage in any activity or to perform any act aimed at the destruction of any of the rights and freedoms" (quoted text from Universal Declaration of Human Rights) articulated in the Core UN treaties below:

· Universal Declaration of Human Rights (1948)  

· Declaration on the Elimination of Violence against Women

· International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (1966)

· International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (1966)

· Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (1984)

· International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families (1990)

· Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination against Women (1979)

· Slavery Convention

· Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide

· International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination (1966)

· Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989)
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