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Formatting an International Address: 

Excerpt from: Universal Postal Union. Formatting an International Address, available http://www.upu.int/post_code/en/formatting_an_international_address_en.pdf, retrieved March 1, 2010

Article RL 123.3.3 of the UPU Letter Post Regulations defines the rules governing the character sets to be used in international addresses as follows: 

"The addressee's address shall be worded in a precise and complete manner. It shall be written very legibly in roman letters and Arabic numerals. If other letters and figures are used in the country of destination, it shall be recommended that the address be given also in these letters and numerals. The name of the place of destination and the name of the country of destination shall be written in capital letters together with the correct postcode number or delivery zone number, if any. The name of the country of destination shall be written preferably in the language of the country of origin. To avoid any difficulty in the countries of transit, it is desirable for the name of the country of destination to be added in an internationally known language. " (Article RL 123.3.3)

The document also provides an example for sending an item from Great Britain to UAE. 

[image: image1.png]Example 1: the address of an item posted in Great Britain to the United Arab Emirates
will therefore, in principle, be written once in roman characters and once
in Arabic characters:
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Figure 1: An example of international addressing

UPU International Addressing Standards

Excerpt from Universal Postal Union (2009). Addressing and Postal Code Manual. Available at: http://www.upu.int/post_code/en/addressing_and_postcode_manual_en.pdf. Retrieved March 1, 2010

UPU S42 standard “International Postal Address Components and Templates” defines a common list of international name and address elements and provides two template languages (natural language for humans and XML for computers) for defining each UPU member’s country based template. 

The figure below showed the addressee specification in the UPU standard. 
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Figure 2: Addressing elements in the UPU S42 standard

The standard has been approved by CEN, the European Committee for Standardization, as a CERN standard. Countries from each region are currently working towards developing templates, to become part of S42. 

For more information, please refer to page 30 – 32 from the Addressing and Postal Code Manual, and following presentations on S42. 

Civic Location Format

Excerpt from: RFC 5139, Revised Civic Location Format for Presence Information Data Format Location Object (PIDF-LO). Available: http://www.rfc-editor.org/rfc/rfc5139.txt. Retrieved March 1 2010

RFC 5139 defines an XML format for the representation of civic location. This format is designed for use with Presence Information Data Format Location Object (PIDF-LO) documents and replaces the civic location format in RFC 4119. The format is based on the civic address definition in PIDF-LO, but adds several new elements based on the civic types defined for Dynamic Host Configuration Protocol (DHCP), and adds a hierarchy to address complex road identity schemes. The format also includes support for the xml:lang language tag and restricts the types of elements where appropriate.

Here is an example address encoded in the PIDF-LO format. 

<civicAddress xml:lang="en-AU"

xmlns="urn:ietf:params:xml:ns:pidf:geopriv10:civicAddr">

<country>AU</country>

<A1>NSW</A1>

<A3> Wollongong

</A3><A4>North Wollongong

</A4>

<RD>Flinders</RD><STS>Street</STS>

<RDBR>Campbell Street</RDBR>

<LMK>

Gilligan’s Island

</LMK> <LOC>Corner</LOC>

<NAM> Video Rental Store </NAM>

<PC>2500</PC>

<ROOM> Westerns and Classics </ROOM>

<PLC>store</PLC>

<POBOX>Private Box 15</POBOX>

</civicAddress>
