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This statement on the issue noted above is submitted on behalf of the gTLD Registries Stakeholder Group (RySG).  The statement that follows represents a consensus position of the RySG as further detailed at the end of the document. The RySG statement was arrived at through a combination of RySG email list discussion and RySG meetings (including teleconference meetings).
The RySG compliments and thanks the Security, Stability & Resiliency of the DNS Review Team (SSR RT) for its extensive work and the resulting Final Report.  We find the report to be very thorough and constructive.
General Comments
Here are some general aspects of the report that we specifically commend:
· The focus on the need for metrics and more specific SSR objectives
· The recognition that ICANN has a limited technical mission
· The healthy balance between recommending transparency and open communication of risks while at the same time recognizing the sensitive nature of some risk factors.
The RySG supports all of the recommendations with the following comments:
Recommendation 12: “ICANN should work with the Community to identify SSR-related best practices and support the implementation of such practices through contracts, agreements and MOUs and other mechanisms.”
· It is not clear how implementation of ‘best practices’ could be supported through contracts.  Best practices by definition are different from consensus policies in that registries and registrars are not required to implement best practices even if they are developed via a PDP.
· The RySG agrees with the recommendation to develop ‘SSR-related best practices’ and with the recommendation to ‘support the implementation of such practices’, but it is not clear that the latter recommendation could be accomplished through contracts (i.e., registry or registrar agreements).
Recommendation 13:  “ICANN should encourage all Supporting Organizations to develop and publish SSR-related best practices for their members.”
· The RySG supports the intent of this recommendation but questions whether it is realistic for the GNSO to fulfill it.  The GNSO is a very diverse organization made up of four stakeholder groups and in the case of two of those groups multiple constituencies.  ‘SSR-related best practices for their members’ would mean SSR-related best practices for registries, registrars, non-commercial organizations, commercial businesses, intellectual property holders and Internet service providers plus lots of individual users.  SSR best practices for one group might be very different for other groups and getting consensus on practices that are applicable to all GNSO groups might be very difficult.
· In the case of the GNSO, which is very different than the ccNSO, it might be more achievable to recommend that stakeholder groups and or constituencies develop and publish SSR-related best practices for their members.
Recommendations 18, 19 & 20 say that “ICANN should: 18) conduct an annual operations review of its progress in implementing the SSR Framework and include this assessment as a component of the following year’s SSR Framework; 19) establish a process that allows the Community to track the implementation of the SSR Framework . . . ; 20) increase the transparency of information about organization and budget related to implementing the SSR Framework and performing SSR-related functions. . .”
· The RySG strongly supports these recommendations.
Next Steps
To facilitate implementation of the SSR RT recommendations, the RySG suggests the following steps:
1. Prioritize the recommendations to maximize the chances that the most critical and time sensitive ones are done as soon as possible
2. Prepare a list of the deliverables associated with the recommendations
3. Using data from steps 1 and 2 above, develop a SSR RT recommendation implementation schedule with target dates for all recommendations including deliverables.
The RySG stands ready to be of assistance as needed. 
RySG Level of Support
Level of Support of Active Members:  Supermajority
# of Members in Favor:  10
# of Members Opposed:  0
# of Members that Abstained: 0   
# of Members that did not vote:  4
Minority Position(s):  N/A
General RySG Information
· Total # of eligible RySG Members[footnoteRef:1]:  14 [1:  All top-level domain sponsors or registry operators that have agreements with ICANN to provide Registry Services in support of one or more gTLDs are eligible for membership upon the “effective date” set forth in the operator’s or sponsor’s agreement (RySG Charter, Article II, RySG Membership, Sec. A). The RySG Charter can be found at http://www.gtldregistries.org/sites/gtldregistries.org/files/Charter_for_RySG_6_July_2011_FINAL.pdf] 

· Total # of RySG Members:  14	
· Total # of Active RySG Members[footnoteRef:2]:  14 [2:  Per the RySG Charter, Article II, RySG Membership, Sec.D: Members shall be classified as “Active” or “Inactive”. An active member must meet eligibility requirements, must be current on dues, and must be a regular participant in RySG activities. A member shall be classified as Active unless it is classified as Inactive pursuant to the provisions of this paragraph. Members become Inactive by failing to participate in three consecutively scheduled RySG meetings or voting processes or both. An Inactive member shall continue to have membership rights and duties except being counted as present or absent in the determination of a quorum. An Inactive member immediately resumes Active status at any time by participating in a RySG meeting or by voting.] 

· Minimum requirement for supermajority of Active Members:  10
· Minimum requirement for majority of Active Members:  8
· # of Members that participated in this process:  14
· Names of Members that participated in this process:
1. Afilias (.info, .mobi & .pro)
2. DotAsia Organisation (.asia)
3. DotCooperation (.coop)
4. Employ Media (.jobs)
5. Fundació puntCAT (.cat)
6. ICM, Inc. (.xxx)
7. Museum Domain Management Association – MuseDoma (.museum)
8. NeuStar (.biz)
9. Public Interest Registry - PIR (.org)
10. Societe Internationale de Telecommunication Aeronautiques – SITA (.aero)
11. Telnic (.tel)
12. Tralliance Registry Management Company (TRMC) (.travel)
13. Universal Postal Union (.post)
14. VeriSign (.com, .name, & .net)

· Names & email addresses for points of contact
· Chair:	David Maher, dmaher@pir.org
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Alternate Chair:  Keith Drazek, kdrazek@verisign.com
· Secretariat:  Cherie Stubbs, Cherstubbs@aol.com
· RySG representative for this statement:  Chuck Gomes, cgomes@verisign.com
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