 Further Comments of VeriSign, Inc.

re

Version 3 of the Draft Applicant Guidebook for New gTLDs
Registry/Registrar Separation Issue and High Security Zones Issue
VeriSign greatly appreciates ICANN staff’s preliminary responses to the comments we filed on October 22, 2009 on these issues.  We understand ICANN will provide a complete response as part of the public comment analysis.  However, midway through the Seoul meeting, and having attended the Registry/Registrar Separation Discussion on October 26, as well as meetings with ICANN’s staff and its Board, we still have a number of questions and additional comments that we believe would be helpful to have addressed in advance of the closing of the comment period on November 22, 2009, or, hopefully sooner.
Registry/Registrar Separation

A.   What is the process that ICANN will use to make final decisions on the Registry/Registrar separation issue?
B. When in the process will comprehensive economic data supporting the four options set forth in DAG3 be presented?

C.  Please add the following as an option for consideration and discussion regarding vertical integration:

If the status quo is changed, ICANN should require either 1) complete restriction of registry/registrar cross-ownership or 2) complete lifting of any such restrictions.

High Security Zones

A.  How would ICANN work with existing commercial providers to ensure that anything ICANN would do in this arena would not be competitive in nature (assuming the private sector can and does provide the service), and how would the vetting of these items work in the RSEP as far as ICANN adhering to its coordination role as opposed to being a provider of services?
Thank you for further clarifying ICANN’s positions on these issues and for considering the additional option set forth above. We look forward to continuing to participate in the dialogue.  It would be very helpful to know how the comments presented in writing and in the meetings this week will be utilized to drive a final decision on these issues. 

Thank you. 

