COMMENTS OF PUBLIC INTEREST REGISTRY

On Revisions to Conflicts of Interest Policy and Bylaws to Allow Board to Consider Compensation for Director Services

Date: September 15, 2011

Issue Document URL: http://www.icann.org/en/public-comment/bylaws-amend-vi-coi-policy-01sep11-en.htm
 Public Interest Registry (PIR), manager of the registry of the .ORG top level domain, presents its comments in support of the Revisions to Conflicts of Interest Policy and Bylaws to Allow Board to Consider Compensation for Director Services.
In the Request for Public Comment on the Proposed Recommendations of the Accountability and Transparency Review Team (ATRT), the team recommended that ICANN: 
 “5. Follow the recommendations of the Boston Consulting Group and expeditiously implement the compensation scheme for Board Directors.”

The Final Recommendations of the ATRT support this as follows:
“Compensation of directors is an issue closely associated with the theme of developing the ICANN Boards’ experience and collective skill-set and has been the subject of independent review, Board Governance Committee discussion and ongoing Board consideration. To date, only compensation for the Board Chair has been decided. In order to help guide and structure the future process for improving the Board’s operations, it is critical that the matter of remuneration be resolved promptly.”

PIR supports the recommendations of the ATRT for compensation of all ICANN Board Directors and believes that the rationale expressed in Recommendation 5 is an important factor in developing the effectiveness of the Board.

In order to implement this recommendation, PIR supports revision of the Conflicts of Interest Policy in order to allow the Board to consider compensation-related issues, and revision of the Bylaws in order to allow Directors to receive compensation if recommended.
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