Some ideas for protecting IGO names and acronyms in the DNS

What follows is not an actual proposal.  It is strawman text whose purpose is to trigger further discussion.

The idea is to make it easier for IGO’s to use an assignee to initiate a UDRP-like process, without having to waive sovereign immunity, and without forcing a party who is not an IGO to agree to an arbitration clause.

This could be done by creating a new “IGO Domain Name Resolution Policy” and new “Rules for IGO Domain Name Resolution Policy”.  These would be identical to the current UDRP and UDRP Rules, except for the changes shown below.

IGO Domain Name Resolution Policy

Except as shown below, all provisions would be identical to those at:
 https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/policy-2012-02-25-en 

The differences would be:

Modify “1. Purpose” as follows:
1. Purpose. This IGOUniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy (the "Policy") has been adopted by the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers ("ICANN"), is incorporated by reference into your Registration Agreement, and sets forth the terms and conditions in connection with a dispute between you and any party other than us (the registrar) over the registration and use of an Internet domain name registered by you. Proceedings under Paragraph 4 of this Policy will be conducted according to the Rules for IGOUniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy (the "Rules of Procedure"), which are available at [INSERT URL], and the selected administrative-dispute-resolution service provider's supplemental rules.
This Policy, and its Rules, apply to an Intergovernmental Organization (IGO) that is listed as such in a list recognized by ICANN.

EXPLANATORY NOTE: the list could be the list maintained by WIPO of notifications under Article 6ter of the Paris Convention, or a list maintained by GAC, or whatever else seems appropriate.

In 4.a, modify (i) as follows:
(i) your domain name is identical or confusingly similar to a trademark or service mark in which the complainant has rights the registration or use, as a domain name, of the name or abbreviation of an IGO to which this policy applies is of a nature:

(A) to suggest to the public that a connection exists between the domain name holder and the IGO; or

(B) to mislead the public as to the existence of a connection between the domain name holder and the IGO; or

(C) to violate the terms of an international treaty that protects such a name or abbreviation; and 
... [the rest of 4.a remains unchanged]
Rules for IGO Domain Name Resolution Policy

Except as shown below, all provisions would be identical to those at:
 https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/udrp-rules-2015-03-11-en 

The differences would be:

In “1. Definitions”, modify “Complainant” and “Policy” as follows:

Complainant means the assignee of the covered IGO party initiating a complaint concerning a domain-name registration.
Policy means the IGOUniform Domain Name Dispute Resolution Policy that is incorporated by reference and made a part of the Registration Agreement.
In “1. Definitions”, add:

Assignee means a private entity (for example a law firm) to which a covered IGO has assigned its rights and responsibilities under the IGO Dispute Resolution Policy, including the right and responsibility of responding in a court of competent jurisdiction pursuant to 4.k of the said Policy.
Covered IGO means an IGO, as defined below, that is listed as such in a list recognized by ICANN.

International Intergovernmental Organization (IGO) means an organization with international juridical personality established by international agreement, however characterized, creating enforceable rights and obligations and governed by international law. It includes organizations created by international treaties.
