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To: ICANN Registry Request Service
4 July 2014

Dear Sirs,

Release of the two character ASCII label – rb

We would like to strongly object to the request for the release of the two character ASCII label ‘rb’ in relation to Donuts-operated TLDs.
The Reckitt Benckiser Group, owner of many global and well known brands including DUREX, FINISH, HARPIC, CILLIT BANG, DETTOL, LYSOL, VEET, NUROFEN, STREPSILS, AIRWICK, VANISH, trades under RB using the well known rb and kite logo shown on our letterhead (as above).

We have many trade marks for the above rb and kite logo including in: the EU, the USA, the UAE, Ukraine, Turkey, Taiwan, Switzerland, the Russian Federation, Nigeria, Hong Kong, China, Brazil, Australia, Argentina.
We also have many domain names for rb globally including: rb.com, rb.net, rb.biz, rb.info, rb.jobs, rb.co.uk, rb.com.de, rb.co.th, rb.com.sg, rb.asia.  
As our business owns such a range of products, it is highly likely that potential domain name abusers/cybersquatters would try and register rb domain names in relation to the various Donuts-operated TLDs. 

Consultation

Given the above, we would like to comment on the Consultation section of the request submitted as it does not seem to us that any consultations have actually taken place. We would specifically like to comment on the following points:

c) The answer N/A was given regarding consultations with other constituency groups – we do not consider this answer to be acceptable as we think that this should have been discussed with the various ICANN constituency groups particularly the Intellectual Property Constituency and the Commercial Business Users Constituency.  

d & e) Donuts could well be fielding requests from various potential cybersquatters in relation to the rb domain names unless they specify legitimate businesses that have requested this, we do not find the answer that they are fielding requests from end users for this domain name to be an acceptable answer. Further, we would like to see examples of the legitimate businesses that would support the release of ‘rb’ as we are known as rb and we would not endorse this.

f) It is surprising that they would not foresee anybody objecting. I can confirm that we object in relation to ‘rb’ being released.  
We would be surprised if ‘rb’ is not listed as a premium domain name on some of the Donuts-operated TLDs if this request is granted - this would essentially mean we would have to pay premium prices for domain names that are relevant to our business and we would probably have to deal with cybersquatters in relation to the others or alternatively we would have to file a DPML. Essentially, our business will lose money if this request is granted in relation to rb.

Other issues

We would also like to comment on the other issues section of this request and we would like to highlight that there are Intellectual Property considerations to take into account with allowing the release of ‘rb’. We cannot see how releasing our company trading name for third parties to register as a domain name could not be an Intellectual Property consideration. We have various trade marks for rb as detailed above and we will probably need to bring various unnecessary actions under the ICANN IP Rights Protection Mechanisms if this request is granted. This will be an unnecessary cost to our business and we must object to this.

Yours faithfully    
Reckitt Benckiser    

