IDN-RN comments/recommendations for RN WG report. 

Sophia Bekele- IDN WG Liaison, March 8, 2007

Table 4.1  Recommendations regarding ICANN & IANA Related Reserved Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	ICANN: aso, gnso, icann, internic, ccNSO

IANA: afrinic, apnic, arin, example, gtld-servers, iab, iana, iana-servers, iesg, ietf, irtf, istf, lacnic, latnic, rfc-editor, ripe, root-servers

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	· If ASCII labels are reserved, the same question will apply to IDNs when they are delegated.   

· Reservation creates an unnecessary precedent.

· There is no a priori reason why IANA related names should be reserved at any level.

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above


Table 4.2  Recommendations regarding Single Character Reserved Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	All 36 alphanumeric ASCII characters (e.g., a.biz, b.aero)

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	·  IDN versions should not be reserved either unless there is a request from the language / script community requesting for it. A decision  made for one language is not application.

· Compromise can be made at Top.

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	· IDN versions should not be reserved either unless there is a request from the language / script community requesting for it.

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	· IDN versions should not be reserved either unless there is a request from the language / script community requesting for it.


Table 4.3  Recommendations regarding 2-Character Reserved Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	1256 combinations of ASCII letters and digits(e.g., xy.org, b2.info)

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	· Get rid of the statues quo all single character can be allowed at all levels 

· 1-Top level is more sensitive, because it shuts out the whole level 

· IDN versions should not be reserved either unless there is a request from the language / script community requesting for it.

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	· 2nd level, same as above.  Chinese characters are mostly two characters.

· IDN versions should not be reserved either unless there is a request from the language / script community requesting for it.

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	· 3rd level,  the meaning can have the same meaning but the concept may not be acceptable in the local country

· IDN versions should not be reserved either unless there is a request from the language / script community requesting for it.


Table 4.4  Recommendations regarding Tagged Reserved Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	All labels with hyphens in the third and fourth character positions (e.g., "bq--1k2n4h4b" or 

"xn--ndk061n")

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	No
	For each IDN gTLD proposed, applicant must provide both the "ASCII compatible (ACE) form of an IDNA valid string" (“A-label”) and in local script form (Unicode) of the top level domain (“U-label”).

	Top
	IDN
	No
	N/A.  All encoding tags should not be registrable directly just because the encoding happens to be in registrable ASCII 

	2nd
	ASCII
	No
	The current requirement be reworded to say, “All labels with hyphens in the third and fourth character positions (e.g., "bq--1k2n4h4b" or "xn--ndk061n") without standardization activity and appropriate IANA registration.” – added words in italics.  (Note that names starting with “xn--” may only be used if the current ICANN IDN Guidelines are followed by a gTLD registry.)

	2nd 
	IDN
	No
	Same as above  

	3rd 
	ASCII
	No
	Same as for the 2nd-level for any gTLDs for which registrations occur at the 3rd-level

	3rd 
	IDN
	No
	Same as above


Table 4.5  Recommendations regarding Reservation of NIC, Whois and www for Registry Operations
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	NIC, Whois, www

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	· If these are crucial for registry operations for avoidance of confusion or passing off, they may be reserved by the registry as an operational best-practice procedure.

· There is not need to mandate this at ICANN policy level.

· The same concept should apply to IDN versions subject to the language groups and script groups for the specific language/script

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above


Table 4.6  Recommendations regarding Geographic & Geopolitical Reserved Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	All geographic & geopolitical names in the ISO 3166-1 list (e.g.,  Portugal, India, Brazil, China, Canada) & names of territories, distinct geographic locations (or economies), and other geographic and geopolitical names as ICANN may direct from time to time (for .asia, .cat, .jobs, .mobi, .tel and .travel only)

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	Subject to ccNso and GAC review

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above


Table 4.7  Recommendations regarding 3-Character Reserved Names at the 3rd-Level
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	All three-character labels at the 3rd level (for .pro only)

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	No Translation required

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	No Translation required

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	No Translation required


Table 4.8  Recommendations regarding Reserved gTLD Strings
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	gTLD strings 

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	No Reservation required for IDNs

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	No Reservation required for IDNs

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	No Reservation required for IDNs


Table 4.9  Recommendations regarding Reserved Registry Specific Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	Registry Specific Names

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	No Reservation for IDNs

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	No Reservation for IDNs

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	No Reservation for IDNs


Table 4.10  Recommendations regarding Other Reserved Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	Other reserved names at the 2nd-Level – these vary by gTLD (see agreements for .coop, .jobs, .mobi, .name, .travel)

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	No Reservation for IDNs

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	No Reservation for IDNs

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	No Reservation for IDNs


Table 4.11  Recommendations regarding Controversial Reserved Names
	Description of Current Reserved Name Requirement

	There is not current requirement for reserving controversial nares.

	Level
	Type
	More Work?
	Recommendations

	Top
	ASCII
	
	

	Top
	IDN
	
	· Subject to the language/script groups regarding how offensive, blasphemous, unethical or misleading they may be.

	2nd
	ASCII
	
	

	2nd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above

	3rd 
	ASCII
	
	

	3rd 
	IDN
	
	Same as above


Table 6.2  List of Experts Consulted by Reserved Name Category

	Category of Names
	Reserved Names
	Experts Consulted

	ICANN & IANA related
	ICANN: aso, gnso, icann, internic, ccNSO

IANA: afrinic, apnic, arin, example, gtld-servers, iab, iana, iana-servers, iesg, ietf, irtf, istf, lacnic, latnic, rfc-editor, ripe, root-servers
	

	Single Character
	All 36 alphanumeric ASCII characters (e.g., a.biz, b.aero)
	

	Two Character
	1256 combinations of ASCII letters and digits(e.g., xy.org, b2.info)
	

	Tagged
	All labels with hyphens in the third and fourth character positions (e.g., 

"bq--1k2n4h4b" or 

"xn--ndk061n")
	Ram Mohan (Chair of the GNSO IDN Working Group); Tina Dam (ICANN IDN Program Director); Cary Karp (Member of the ICANN President’s IDN Committee) *,  ##

	NIC, Whois, www
	Nic, Whois, www (reserved for registry operations only)
	

	Geographic & Geopolitical
	All geographic & geopolitical names in the ISO 3166-1 list (e.g.,  Portugal, India, Brazil, China, Canada) & names of territories, distinct geographic locations (or economies), and other geographic and geopolitical names as ICANN may direct from time to time
	

	Third Level
	All three-character labels
	

	Other 2nd Level
	See the section titled ‘Other names reserved at the 2nd level’ in Appendix L
	

	Controversial
	N/A
	


*  
Note:  in addition to consulting with the RN-WG Tagged Names subgroup, a full subgroup consultation was held with Ram Mohan and Cary Karp and the IDN WG members to discuss IDN implications for other reserved name categories.   
## IDN WG Recommendation:  It has been pointed out that during  the deployment stage literally millions of software maybe slowly needed to be made IDN-awareand that sloppily programming while being made IDN-aware could take such IDN labels that have xn -- (or cc--) in the middle and mistakenly convert to the pseudo-embedded U-strings. While clearly market complaints would take care of this, after preliminary analysis there appears to be no adverse consequences,  including the formal possibility of some rare cases of characters in some languages being un-registrable, for banning cc-- everywhere in the middle or ends of IDN labels. And extending the current ban on cc-- at the beginning of IDN labels to the rest of the IDN label from a programming/implementation perspective adds almost no extra work and in fact maybe slightly simpler.  Further such bans of cc-- in the middle/end could always be lifted after several years. Thus given that at this preliminary stage of analysis there seems to be no adverse consequences and some small benefits, while it would not be a big deal whether we ban c-- in the middle/end of IDN labels or not, there is a recommendation that would be to err on the side of safety and suggest banning cc-- across the board.
