INTER-REGISTRAR TRANSFER POLICY ISSUES - SUGGESTED PDP OUTLINES
Summary
This report provides the findings and recommendations of the GNSO group of volunteers assigned to suggest PDP groupings of 19 identified transfer policy issues, based on a previously developed prioritized issue list. The group recommends the GNSO Council to consider five potential PDPs, addressing four issue clusters and one individual issue. The group also suggests rephrasing or deletion of a few of the issues on the list.  

Background

The Inter-Registrar Transfer Policy is an existing consensus policy under review by the GNSO.  A transfers working group examined possible areas for improving the existing policy and delivered its outcome in August 2007 in a report posted at http://www.gnso.icann.org/drafts/Transfer-Policy-Issues-23aug07.pdf. This report provided a list of potential issues to address for improvement of the transfer policy. 

In September 2007, the GNSO Council requested an Issues Report from staff on four detailed issues identified in the above report and resolved in November 2007 to launch a PDP on these. This PDP on clarification of four reasons for transfer denials is currently ongoing. A working group was also tasked by the GNSO Council to assign priorities to the remaining issues in the report. The outcome from this prioritization working group is available as a report posted at http://www.gnso.icann.org/drafts/irdx-policy-priorities-20dec07.pdf .
Based on the outcome from the prioritization group, the GNSO Council meeting 17 January 2008 requested a small group of volunteers to arrange the prioritized issue list into suggested PDPs.
Group participants 

The following individuals volunteered to participate in the group:
Chuck Gomez - Registry constituency

Thomas Keller - Registrar constituency

Tim Ruiz - Registrar constituency

Mike O'Connor - Business constituency
Mike Rodenbaugh - Business constituency
ICANN Staff support

Olof Nordling - Manager, Policy Development Coordination
Robert Hoggarth - Director, Senior Policy Director 
Glen de Saint Gery - GNSO Secretariat

Methodology
The group conducted its work via email (mailing list gnso-trans-wg@icann.org with archives at http://forum.icann.org/lists/gnso-trans-wg/ ) and weekly conference calls, starting 30 January 2008. The issues were first sorted in three preliminary groups and then discussed individually, with a view to identifying suitable issue combinations for PDPs as well as issues that needed to be handled as individual PDPs. These deliberations lead to a first regrouping of the issues, a regrouping that was subsequently further reviewed and refined, resulting in the findings and recommendations below.
Findings and recommendations
The main outcome of the group’s work is provided below as a list of four suggested PDPs on clusters of issues and one PDP devoted to a single issue.  For a couple of issues, the group suggests rephrasing as indicated in the text. There is also a group of issues, last, suggested for deletion in the specific context of transfer policy review. 

The numeric references used for the individual issues are drawn from the earlier report from the prioritization working group and give the priority order of the issues in that report. The priority values assigned by that working group (a value between 1 and 19, with 1 indicating highest priority) are indicated within brackets at the end of each issue description.
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