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Nathalie Peregrine:
Good morning, good afternoon, good evening.  This is the NPOC monthly call.  On the call today on the 4th March, 2013 we have Alain Berranger, Marie-Laure Lemineur, Danilo Piaggesi, Klaus Stoll, Sam La Franco.  We have apologies from Caroline Figueres Rudi Vansnick, (inaudible) Michael Kaufman, Robbie Schulman, and Karen Boston.  I’d like to remind all participants to please state their names before speaking for transcription purposes.  Thank you very much and over to you, Alain.

Alain Berranger:
Thank you very much, Nathalie.  Good day to you all.  I will run through the usual requests to update any part of your statement of interest if there has been a change.  Has anybody had a change of statement of interest?  Okay, I will take that as a no.  And I see that Cintra is not joining so I will cover item number three.  Can you still hear me properly?
Unidentified Participant:
Yes.

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  So sorry, can you still hear me?

Unidentified Participant:
Yes.

Unidentified Participant:
Yes.

Alain Berranger:
Yes, just a second.  I’m trying to find Cintra’s written report.  Bear with me, please.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Alain, I have the impression that Cintra has just joined.

Alain Berranger:
Okay.  Well, I just was able to bring up her email.  Cintra, can you hear us?  Okay.  I think I will go ahead with Cintra’s report since she wrote it in unless I hear from Cintra now.

Nathalie Peregrine:
Alain, this is Nathalie.  We’re just dialing out to Cintra now so she’ll be connected in the next few minutes.

Alain Berranger:
Okay.  I’m just concerned about time.  That’s all.

Nathalie Peregrine:
I’ll let you know when she’s on.

Alain Berranger:
Maybe we can take a—Cintra, are you in?
Cintra Sooknanan:
Yes, I am.

Klaus Stoll:
Yes, Cintra, I just wanted to say, you know, we will leave that item on as discussed—as I discussed on my last email with you.  Can we turn to Cintra for a report on item three, please?

Alain Berranger:
Okay.  I think I will take—Cintra, are you in?

Cintra Sooknanan:
Yes, I am in. 

Alain Berranger:
Okay.  Welcome and it’s actually item three so it’s up to you, Cintra, to make your report on that.

Cintra Sooknanan:
Thank you so much, Alain.  This is Cintra Sooknanan.  Nice to be on the line with all of you.  I had circulated my points to the list but I will repeat here for the transcript record.  Item three, business arising from February call, the first being a request to send out a doodle to NPOC Voice so that we could ascertain the best date and time for these meetings.  Over the past few calls, attendance has been quite low so I do think that this will be helpful.  I don’t know, Nathalie, if perhaps you can arrange to send out this doodle to the membership list.
Nathalie Peregrine:
Sure, if you assess (inaudible) and if you give us ideal dates and timeframe to accommodate the different time zones, then we can go ahead and send the doodle out with pleasure.

Cintra Sooknanan:
Okay.  I mean, are there any suggestions for possible dates and times or should we take this off the call to the email?
Alain Berranger:
I think we can do a consultation on NPOC Executive Committee list and, in order to minimize the volume on NPOC Voice, and once we have a number of good alternatives, we can suggest them further to Nathalie for the doodle, if that’s okay.

Cintra Sooknanan:
Okay.  Thank you.  Perfect.  


The second outstanding issue was regarding dissemination and fundraising.  This is also part of our agenda today.  It’s item nine so perhaps this aspect can be pointed to that agenda item as well as the (inaudible) focus.  We had really requested Poncelet to get a status report.  I’m not sure if he’s on this call now but just to let him know that this was an outstanding matter from the last call.


The third item was (inaudible) review which has been done and the fourth being the (inaudible) business circulation of the NPOC annual report.

Alain Berranger:
Okay.  Well, we might as well—you’ve covered 3A.  Regarding 3B I’m concerned because Poncelet had asked for a dialog call and I don’t know if the problem is with the IDD lines to West Africa or if, did you know, Nathalie, if (inaudible) has called Poncelet?
Nathalie Peregrine:
No, I do not know—we did not get that request for Poncelet.

Alain Berranger:
You did not get it.  Okay.  So we will have to drop that.  I already gave heads up to Poncelet that you would have to—is that Poncelet I hear?  Poncelet is that you?

Nathalie Peregrine:
This is Nathalie.  If it was possible on the AC chat privately to give me a number for Poncelet, we could dial out to him now.

Alain Berranger:
I don’t have them unfortunately.

Nathalie Peregrine:
Okay.

Alain Berranger:
We don’t have them unfortunately.  So I will ask—we will ask Poncelet to make a written report on this to report on two things—the Addis meeting that just concluded where we had the chance at NPOC to have Poncelet and Olivier present.  One with travel support from ICANN.  That was Poncelet.  And Olivier got travel support from APNIC so we thank both ICANN and APNIC for this support and looking forward to the report and follow-up on that Addis meeting.  The subject of the Addis meeting was how to build the DNS capacity in Africa.  So a very hot subject for NPOC given that we are very interested, not only on policy, but on policy impact on not-for-profits and NGOs.  


So I’ll move to 3C which has been done.  Thank you very much, Nathalie, and Gisella, for this.  And concerning point 4, I’ll take this item from Eduardo who’s not present.  We actually have succeeded in putting roughly a 12-page annual report and it’s in its final edit stage between my office and Los Angeles and we should have an electronic version available for desktop printing if we need to have hard copies.  So thank you very much to everybody that participated in this report.  I take pride in saying that, in fact, we seem to have initiated an innovation in transparence and reporting because I think it’s the first constituency to put out an annual report although I’m not sure about that.  So that moves us back to Cintra if you want to give a quick reminder and update on the elections.

Cintra Sooknanan:
Certainly.  This is Cintra Sooknanan again.  The results of NPOC elections.  The nominations to date for the position of Chair, Alain Berranger.  For Vice Chair there’s two nominations for Marie-Laure Lemineur as well as myself.  And these have both been accepted as well as seconded.  For Secretariat, that position remains open.  For Chair, Membership Committee, Eduardo Monge has been nominated by Alain as well as seconded, however, he has not yet accepted.   Klaus was also nominated but he has declined this position.  The Chair Communications Committee is still vacant as well as—sorry, the Chair Policy Committee, Rudi Vansnick has been nominated.

One aspect of clarification, Alain, I do recall that you had nominated Poncelet for Chair Program Committee.  I’m not sure if perhaps you meant something else or if you could just clarify this point.

Alain Berranger:
Yes, I can clarify, if we stick to the letter of our charter, there’s no such position in the Executive Committee.   If we refer to the need for a Programs Committee, in my mind, it’s quite clear that it is necessary, if only for planning the four sessions or the three sessions—ICANN sessions that maybe usually at least this year and maybe last year and this year, the IGF session.  
So I think I would suggest—I hope I’m allowed to do that—that we do have a Program Chair and that we use the election process to nominate somebody at that position and to elect somebody at that position.  I don’t think our charter prevents us from doing that.  I think what the spirit of transparency would be is to update the charter from time to time and, I guess, we should probably update it in 2013.  I think there’s a number of points I think we could make that NPOC has changed a little bit and we need to reflect that.  But if I’m out of order, please let me know.

Cintra Sooknanan:
Hi this is Cintra, my reading of the charter is that I do understand your point that there is a need for a Program Committee Chair and also maybe it’s appropriate to think about the nomination on the election nomination but, at this point, I don’t see it appropriate for us to go through the entire election process for this position.  In particular, if there’s no other applications or nominations for this position, it tells us (inaudible).

Alain Berranger:
So what—are you saying that we—are you saying that we wouldn’t have a Program Chair or are you saying that the elected Executive Committee would appoint, upon agreement, would appoint a Program Chair?  
Cintra Sooknanan:
I’m saying the nomination is appropriate because it’s agreed there’s a need to be filled but, actually, for us to through the entire election by membership is not necessary and may be a bit more procedural than required at this point for this position.
Alain Berranger:
Yes, I think so but it’s not but when I say I think so, it’s not a criticism.  I don’t think it’s much trouble to, you know, we are a budding democracy.  There may be (inaudible) people that vote or will be eligible to vote and I think if the election returning officer, Glen, and the staff are willing to put one or two more lines on the ballot, I don’t think it’s unreasonable.  But I will go with the flow here and why don’t we quickly do a tour de table on this so we can either yay or nay?  Yay is that should we have the Program Chair’s position on the ballot.  Nay is we should not.  So can we have a tour de table, please?

Sam La Franco:
Sam says yay.

Cintra Sooknanan:
Hi, this is Cintra.  I disagree.

Alain Berranger:
Sam says yay.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Marie-Laure speaking.  I don’t think it’s appropriate for me to give an opinion.  Is it?

Alain Berranger:
I think it’s appropriate.  No?  I suppose we could as you’re Program Chair right now.  That’s fine.  I will accept that.  Cintra, you want to vote on this?

Cintra Sooknanan:
Yes, I disagree with it being included at this point. I think if we meet the amendment and it’s appropriate but otherwise (inaudible).  But again, you know, I welcome (inaudible) discussion on the list or (inaudible).
Alain Berranger:
So we’re missing Danilo.  How do you feel?

Danilo Piaggesi:
I already gave my yay.

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  So democracy is wonderful.  We can go forward with this.  Sorry, Cintra, to you on the other side of this issue and I hope you can live with that.  I think, okay super.  I will move to item four, giving the floor to Klaus.

Klaus Stoll:
Hello.

Alain Berranger:
Yes, Klaus.  This is Klaus?  Klaus, your turn to speak.

Klaus Stoll:
Thank you.  I don’t know if you read my last email.   I just would like to say that GKPF is having four events during the Business Forum 2013 around Mobile Boutique, Capacity Building, Child Online Protection and Open Data.  And we were also planning, together with NPOC, to have an event on Internet Governance.  You will find a short description of the event in the Outreach.  
Just today we have found out that there is an organizational, logistical oversight and that we might not get the Internet Governance event.  I will, in the next day, talk to the business organizers and will try to secure the event for us.  That’s all I have to say to that at the moment.  Thank you.

Alain Berranger:
Thank you very much, Klaus.  This is Alain Berranger.  I wanted to make a remark here that may cross agenda items and talk about—and also include across agenda items.


We are in fundraising discussions with sponsors to support NPOC outreach in various ways and that includes a possible NPOC-sponsoring of GKPF at WSIS.  So independent of having or not an Internet Governance session which Klaus will clarify over the next few days, there is a proposal which I am making now—this is my proposal so it’s up for discussion to support GKPF at WSIS session in May in Geneva using funds from pier.org.  At this stage I have not—we have on certain funding from Pier.  On our core funding we have carte blanche but I would certainly extend, for sure, the courtesy of verifying if pier.org is okay with that.  


So at this stage my proposal is to support and promote NPOC and support GKPF at WSIS 2013 for a very modest amount of $1,500.  So I open this up for questions and discussions.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
May I speak, Alain?

Alain Berranger:
Please.  You can also use the feature on Adobe Connect.  Sure.  No problem.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
I was just going to ask, you’re speaking of the money that (inaudible).

Alain Berranger:
That’s right.  That’s right.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
It sounds like a good idea.

Alain Berranger:
And why?  Why do you think it’s a good idea?

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Well, because I think we have to secure, I mean, the WSIS event is coming very soon and we have to secure the participation of the GKPF over there so, since we have such a short amount of time and we might get some extra funding from the public interest registry but it might come in later on.  So that’s the most efficient way to proceed.

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  Thanks, Marie-Laure.  Anybody else on this, Cintra?  Do you have some views?  I think we are welcoming Poncelet on the phone.  Cintra, up to you.

Cintra Sooknanan:
Thanks, Alain.  I don’t see an issue with it at this point but I would prefer if we would take this to the mailing list.  Attendance on this call is too low.

Alain Berranger:
Yes.  It’s a good point.  I think we need to distinguish between the low rate of participation and actually that we have quite a good rate of participation for the number of active members that we have.  But I think you make a good point.  I don’t think I would take it to NPOC Voice but I would certainly take it to the Executive Committee. Would that suit you, Cintra?

Cintra Sooknanan:
Yes, I think that will be appropriate.

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  Good.  Any other comments on this or questions?  Danilo?  Sam?

Danilo Piaggesi:
That’s okay.  
Poncelet Ileleji:
It’s Poncelet. I got cut off.
Alain Berranger:
Okay.  Welcome, Poncelet.

Poncelet Ileleji:
Thank you.

Alain Berranger:
Okay, so did I hear—is that Danilo or Sam make a comment?

Danilo Piaggesi:
Yes, I want to just understand the modus operandi.  I thought that there is no other means, we agree.  Is that correct?

Alain Berranger:
In general, yes.  We’ve never made that rule but it would be a non-objection rule.  What if Cintra—I think I would like to hear from everybody here but if you’re silent, that could be no objection still remembering that we will go to the Executive Committee list to make the final decision.   Sam.  What are your views on this?  You’re a veteran of WSIS.
Sam La Franco:
Well, just a little bit.  I don’t have a good view yet.

Alain Berranger:
Okay.  Alright.  So that’s fair enough.  So Poncelet, are you back? 

Unidentified Participant:
He was back.

Alain Berranger:
He was back.  Alright.  Communications with Gambia are difficult.

Unidentified Participant:
They need a fiber optic cable.

Alain Berranger:
Yes, but I don’t know if they’ve turned the switch on yet.

Unidentified Participant:
I’m joking.

Alain Berranger:
I don’t know.  I think —okay, Poncelet, we’ve already covered item 5 under item 3, thanks to Cintra.  And Poncelet, would like to give us an executive summary of what went on at the meeting of the Economic Commission for Africa in Addis on building the DNS capacity in Africa?

Poncelet Ileleji:
Yes.  The meeting went well.  Very successful.  It was good from (inaudible) NPOC base and to see what direction we are going in terms of—Klaus will update that.  One of the outcomes of the meeting was ICANN are going to refute six regional (inaudible) pushing the African agenda ahead so some time very soon there will be a call for appointments of six regional appointments to support (inaudible) .

Alain Berranger:
Poncelet.  This is Alain Berranger.  I am not sure about the others but your sound is coming distorted.  I think I’ve got the gist of it.  I think it would be fair, given that your line has just dropped, thanks, Nathalie.  I think we will ask Poncelet to give a written report and we will move on to item 7 with your permission.  Unless there are any comments before we do that or questions.
Danilo Piaggesi:
Alain?  This is Danilo.

Alain Berranger:
Go ahead, Danilo.  

Danilo Piaggesi:
Is it the right moment to announce an initiative related to the participation of youth?  
Poncelet Ileleji:
Hello?  Is that Alain?

Alain Berranger:
Yes, I was saying that we can—it will be—Poncelet, are you back?  Okay, Danilo, what I was saying is you can actually make your comment or announcement when Marie-Laure does items—Marie-Laure, are you up to giving us an update on the Beijing program for NPOC?

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Yes, I am.  

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  It’s all yours.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:   
Marie-Laure speaking for the record.  We are making some progress fortunately.  About two hours ago we had confirmation by ICANN that we have been given three slots—time slots that we required.  Is my voice okay?  It’s not too loud?

Alain Berranger:
No, it’s fine.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
So I can confirm that the three time slots that we requested are secured.  They already gave us a place where we’re going to be delivering the workshop.  I have also updated—not only—I have uploaded the information to the ICANN wiki and I think that’s a couple of hours ago I sent to the NPOC Voice list documents with the abated version of the description of the sessions and I mentioned that the same version was on the wiki.  
And you might want to know that the panelists, some of them have confirmed.  We have—last time, we already have Brian Kews, now we have also Anthony Harris and Ziad Jamil who have confirmed for the second workshop on the impact of new gTLDs on NGOs.  Still waiting for Edmund Chong and Alice Wunyat to confirm whether they can or want to be our speakers.  
For the third workshop I’m still, let’s say, exploring ideas and maybe Danilo can join in right now when I’m finished and suggest something.  I came to the conclusion that it’s going to be quite difficult to get young people on the panel for the simple reason is that young people are not represented at ICANN except for the dot-Asia or dot-keats delegation that we saw last year and hopefully will be this year.  So I was just wondering how we could overcome this and find a solution and I am—the ICANN fellows, I remember from the Toronto meeting that some of them were quite young, in their twenties, so I don’t know whether it’s a good idea or not and you’re going to tell me if you don’t agree.
Poncelet Ileleji:
Can I make a comment, Marie-Laure?  It’s Poncelet.  I got cut off—on this.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Sure, go ahead.

Poncelet Ileleji:
One of the outcomes that we discussed in Addis Ababa was (inaudible) and Fadi got around and wanted to know who are the young people below the age of 30 that were at the meeting in Addis Ababa.   And there were more than ten of them and he allowed them to speak to hear their voices.  These are the young voices, young Africans in ICANN.  (Inaudible).  And after they spoke, one thing he said was that he is going to try to have, like, an ambassador—an ICANN ambassador program whereby young people who think ICANN would have a voice and that is something he is going to work on.  So I think ICANN will be moving into that direction.  He thinks that young people’s voices are being heard and I know, in Beijing, what we can do and talking to the (inaudible) about the (inaudible) a number of them from Gambia (inaudible).
Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Poncelet, I’m not hearing very clearly.  I don’t know about the others.

Unidentified Participant:
The phone is very bad.
Poncelet Ileleji:
My line has been bad.  I don’t know why.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Can you repeat the end?

Unidentified Participant:
It’s good now.

Poncelet Ileleji:
(Inaudible) all the fellows below 30 years, we should be able to get them on board with anything we want to do and I think I  know one of the fellows (inaudible)..

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Okay.  I think I sort of understood the last part and, you correct me if I’m wrong.  But what you said is, basically coherent is that Fadi is very much in favor of youth participation within ICANN.  This is something we had discussed with him, you remember in Baku.  And this is quite possibly one reason why we are doing this workshop.  And I understood from what you said, Poncelet, is that one of the ICANN fellows could qualify as young people so this confirms what I was thinking too and, sort of, exploring is that I emailed, I think it’s Janice who is in charge of the ICANN Fellowship Program, you correct me if I’m wrong.  And I emailed her this morning to ask her whether she had someone in her group that—I mentioned the issue to her and asked her whether she could help us identify one of the fellows who could be on our panel.

So also what I did—

Poncelet Ileleji:
Yes, that’s exactly what I said.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Is this okay?  Okay.  So despite the sound problems we do agree, right?  We understood each other.

Poncelet Ileleji:
Yes.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Okay.  So what I also did is contacted some of—the director, the ICANN director for Latin America and some people I know at LATNIC.  LATNIC, for those who don’t know, is the regional registry for Latin America.  And because I think that, if it’s possible, we want to avoid the all-Asian youth panel.  It wouldn’t be bad but if we could have other regions that could be represented, it would be good as far as I’m concerned and I guess you would agree with me.  So okay, I can see—thank you, Cintra.  I take note of your comment on the shot.  So I got a response from someone from LATNIC who recommended the President of LACIRAL which the Latin American and the Caribbean Island Regional At-Large.  He’s 30 years old.  He’s going to be (inaudible) and he is going to the ICANN meeting with.   I guess—we do want to use the UN Youth Destination which is 15-24, 25.  Nevertheless they are all—
Poncelet Ileleji:
Marie-Laure, I just want to tell you the age group is actually below thirty.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Excuse me?

Poncelet Ileleji:
The age group is below thirty.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Is what?  I’m sorry, I don’t—

Unidentified Participant:
The age group is below thirty.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Okay.  Okay.  But we have like different definitions.  The UN’s reference—is one that is usually used as a reference from 15-24 but, again, the count in Europe—is sometimes to the European Union, it goes up to 29, 30.  So I think that if we have one person on the panel which is from Latin America and he’s thirty, it will be okay.  So his name Cintra—let me give it to you since you requested it.  It’s Jose from Cisco (inaudible).  I can send it to you through an email later on.  And I’m in touch with them.  There is nothing confirmed yet but it’s still work in progress and whether Danilo has—yes, also Poncelet has some YMCA contact in China and also Klaus has some contact with local people through the GKPF network.  And all this is in progress.  We are doing it and obviously waiting for some people from dot-keats and dot-Asia to see who is going to be fit to be on the panel.  Because I want to be very careful with this activity because I’ve been through this before and it’s very nice to have young people on the panel but it can be a tricky thing because being young, and not to qualify to be on the panel, we are also looking for someone who is, hopefully, a good speaker or at least feels comfortable speaking in public.

Danilo Piaggesi:
Marie-Laure.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Yes.

Danilo Piaggesi:
This is Danilo.  Can I interject here?

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Sure.  Go ahead.

Danilo Piaggesi:
Okay, I wanted just to, on this particular subject inform that we are organizing with the George Martin University and our top NGO, an event on assessing ICT tools from the perspective of the next generation of policy and decision makers.  For those that are not familiar with our task NGO, our task works with international or young adults aged 15-25 who are concerned about what they are going to inherit in terms of the future.  So the young people are currently finishing their education and preparing to enter the workforce and some will enter policy and decision-making positions.  So probably I might be able, with your help, with the help of the other members, to (inaudible) the participation of some of those students making part of this initiative when we are organizing.  This is a kind of contribution to the identification of the right young adults participating in the panel.  What do you think?
Marie-Laure Lemineur:
I’m sorry, what you’re saying is that some of them go to the ICANN meeting?  I’m not sure I understood.

Danilo Piaggesi:
I’m saying that since we are organizing this event and we might be in the position to propose some names that are selected out of the people that are part of this event, that actually are involved in assessing ICT tools from the perspective of the next generation of policy and decision makers, you were saying before that you wanted to be very cautionary about the selection of young people, is that correct?

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Yes, I was. 

Danilo Piaggesi:
Yes, that’s why I’m trying to tell you that there might be some good candidates that might be coming out from those events that we are organizing here in Washington this week.

Alain Berranger:
Okay, great.  Thank you very much, Danilo.  Marie-Laure, do you want to bring it to a conclusion?

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Yes, I think I’m done unless someone—yes, just one tiny detail.  The overview that is included in the description of the session, last year what we did, we used it to—it’s a small paragraph.  This is the paragraph that we used for promotion and for dissemination materials on Twitter, whatever, Facebook.  So we might want to remember these were all members that will be— unless there is a request for clarification.

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  Thank you very much, Marie-Laure.  Given that time is running up and some of you are going over to the Policy meeting of NCSG in nine minutes, I will pass the chair to Klaus for his membership report.

Klaus Stoll:
Thank you very much.  I don’t have much to say about membership development.  You all will have seen the new members coming in but I would like to use this occasion as the last time as I’m speaking as a Member Chair to, first, thank you all for your trust and, secondly, I would like to make a recommendation.  I’m stepping down as (inaudible) membership for the simple reason because I’ve just made the experience the last year that it doesn’t make sense for somebody who’s is not in the NCSG Executive Committee to be the Membership Secretary Chair.  The reason is quite simple.  All the decisions about membership discussions made in the NCSG Executive Committee and (inaudible) it’s part of what’s going on. It’s not aware—about decisions made and not part of the paper trail.  It really simply doesn’t make sense for the Membership Chair to fulfill that function.  This is my private experience.  

And the other thing is also that you have to mention that there is sometimes quite a different and diverging opinion between those who represent NPOC and the NCSG Executive Committee on policies and outreach and, obviously, the Membership Chair of NPOC.  So all I would like to say is thank you very much for your trust and I hope that you understand that I’m resigning or not putting myself up for election again for those reasons.  And I just highly recommend NPOC to discuss this topic and to make a decision for the future.
Unidentified Participant:
Hello.

Alain Berranger:
Yes, this is Alain Berranger.    Thank you very much, Klaus.  I think your remark is quite appropriate.  Personally, I want to thank you for taking on this job.  You’re a very busy guy and you took on a lot and thank you for that effort.  Yes, there’s only two seats on the Executive Committee of the NCSG and we have to decide which are the best positions to have there.  I was hoping that we could improve communications between the decisions at the EC of the NCSG and NPOC Executive Committee but there’s only been, really, a functional Executive Committee for maybe a couple of months.  Before that the knights were on the table all the time and, for historical reasons and legacy reasons that some of you know well and some of you are guessing at.  
The important thing, Klaus, as you step out is that the job of Chair of the Membership Committee is going to be much easier in the future than it has been for you.  It has been hell for you, I know, and it’s clear that it will improve right now.  I would almost say that the approval of membership now is on the going concern basis.  Not a lot of issues and I think as members of the Executive Committee will be renewed on the NCUC side, we may even see some improvement.  So it’s with a word of—a spirit of optimism that I say that and I’m sorry you won’t benefit from all the hard work that you’ve done but, indirectly, as a member of NPOC, I think (inaudible) will benefit from this.
Are there any comments before we move to item 9?  Comments or suggestions.  Okay, I’ll take that as a no.  Marie-Laure.  Marie-Laure, you have raised your hand.  Please go ahead.

Unidentified Participant:
Alain?

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Can you hear me now?
Alain Berranger:
Yes, we can hear you.  Go ahead, Cintra, someone else wanted to speak.  Go ahead, Marie-Laure.  Someone else wants to speak after you.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Very quickly I just want to say many, many thanks to Klaus, that we are going to miss him.  Hopefully we’ll be in touch and he will still be an active member of the group even though he doesn’t keep on working with us as the Membership Chair.  And a big thanks to him for the work done and the suffering.

Alain Berranger:
I think you speak for everyone.  I know that Klaus will remain the (inaudible) of NPOC and thank God we have him.  Someone else wanted to speak after Marie-Laure?

Poncelet Ileleji:
Yes, it was Poncelet.
Alain Berranger:
Please, Poncelet, go right ahead.

Poncelet Ileleji:
Yes, what I wanted to say is it’s sad to me that Klaus wants to leave the Membership Chair, I would like him to (inaudible) for continuity’s sake because, at the end of the day, I totally understand his opinion regarding what the Membership Chair—it’s quite logical for me to be on the NCSG and NPOC with what he has done and what (inaudible) now and particularly Africa is (inaudible) I want him to reconsider.  I want him to reconsider.  I know it’s been (inaudible) so I would like appeal if there’s a possibility for him to reconsider.

Alain Berranger:
Thank you very much, Poncelet.  On item 9 we have just about a minute and a half.  For those of you that have been working on fundraising and I’m not sure everybody who’s doing it but I know that Poncelet and Marie-Laure and myself and Klaus are doing some.  Does anybody have pressing new information to tell us about this?  Marie-Laure?

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
No (inaudible) progress.
Alain Berranger:
Yes, a progress report if you feel it’s adequate.  Poncelet too or Klaus.  

Poncelet Ileleji:
What I want to say I think you (inaudible) gets better so would like to do something within NPOC and ICANN in terms of (inaudible) activities (inaudible) but I’m supposed to (inaudible) either before China or when I come back from China.  It depends (inaudible) China.

Alain Berranger:
Okay, thank you very much, Poncelet.  Klaus or Marie-Laure?  Have you any progress to report?  I know fundraising is an art and not a science so sometimes we have progress and we don’t know about it.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Nothing new.  Hopefully within the next days there will be.  But not now.

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  Thank you very much.

Klaus Stoll:
A report that I can give that I have spent, in the last ten days, maybe fifteen hours on the phone with this regard.  It’s all, as you say, art and progress and we have to see what’s coming out.

Just—I will neither consider or reconsider Poncelet’s suggestion because, quite simply, I’m convinced that despite what (inaudible) that the split between the Membership Chair and the NCSG Executive Committee just doesn’t work.  And I also will not remain as everyone agrees, I will be very, very colorful and very loud and outspoken as always.  Don’t worry about me, I will be still around.

Alain Berranger:
Alright.  Is that a promise, Klaus?  Can we take this as a firm promise?

Klaus Stoll:
This is (inaudible).

Alain Berranger:
Excellent.  I will make a quick report.  I want to tell you I have—we have continuing discussion with APNIC and we our continuing our decision with—our discussion with Verisign.  So I have no progress other than telling you that discussions are going on and I think somebody wants to speak.  Right.  Go ahead, Poncelet.  Rudi is not on line.  He told me that he had a difficult connectivity and we are going over time.  


For the last item which is financial 14 community request, we just don’t have enough time to present the context and have a meaningful discussion.  I will initiate this discussion with interested members of the Executive Committee and other members and leave it at that.  

And before we close I was wondering if there was any other business that any one of you wants to raise at this stage.    Okay.  Cintra, do you have any comments to make at this stage?  Alright so we will, Nathalie, we will take this as a closing.  I want to thank you very much for those of you that have invested in this.  Danilo, Klaus and Cintra, Poncelet, Marie-Laure, thank you very much and I hope you have a good week and talk to you soon.

Nathalie Peregrine:
Thank you.  Bye everybody.

Alain Berranger:
(Inaudible) everybody.

Marie-Laure Lemineur:
Thank you.  Merci.

Nathalie Peregrine:
Thank you very much.

