Leasing Registrar Accreditations
Issue: 

Inappropriate lending of registrar access to registries by way of leasing agreements 
Background:

On 12 February 2002 ICANN released the following Advisory:   

Based on recent communications with registrars, it has become apparent that some ICANN-accredited registrars may be inappropriately lending their access to registries to third-party proxies. If not appropriately conducted, providing registry access to third parties can violate registrars' agreements with ICANN and jeopardize their continued accreditation. While registrars are permitted to enter into reseller arrangements with agents that assist them in providing service to customers, registrars are not permitted otherwise to lend access to their connections directly to entities that are not accredited registrars.

Statement of Problem:   

Recently, reports have surfaced indicating that the leasing of registrar accreditations is underway:  
“Momentous.ca has come up with a service that gives high-volume domain name owners the chance to essentially become their own domain name registrar. The company's eight-month-old subsidiary Rebel.com yesterday launched MyRebel.com, which lets so-called "domainers" interact directly with the domain registries… Customers will get a web interface that they can use to directly add, delete and update their registrations with the com/net and org/info registries run by VeriSign and Afilias respectively.”

RAA language apparently fails to sufficiently deal with accreditation modalities, and the recent ICANN proposed amendment to the RAA only concerns itself with purchase considerations.

Potential Outcomes:

· The leasing of accreditations (as well as purchase-of-accreditation considerations) are addressed by the RAA

� http://www.icann.org/announcements/advisory-12feb02.htm


� http://www.cbronline.com/article_news.asp?guid=2556F507-C9D9-418A-B4A8-C460D58F75C0


� http://sanjuan2007.icann.org/files/sanjuan/AccreditationbyPurchase.pdf





