Recommendation on the use of the Quick Look Procedure
The current Quick Look Procedure in AGBv4 is intended to enable the “expeditious review of objections and, where appropriate, the dismissal of objections that are frivolous or abusive”
. While the Rec 6 CWG believes the existence of a Quick Look Procedure can be useful, the concerns outlined below were raised by some members and relate to the use of the terms “manifestly” and “abusive”. 
While the dictionary use of the term “manifestly” may be generally understood
, there are currently no guidelines other than some illustrative examples for a panel to determine the standard that would apply in order for an objection to be declared manifestly frivolous or abusive (or otherwise). This can create uncertainty for potential applicants for controversial strings, especially where such strings can be considered objectionable only to certain groups.

The Rec 6 CWG recommends that further and more explicit guidelines, such as common examples from a substantial number of jurisdictions where the term “manifestly” has been defined through judicial decisions, and in particular where such analysis was in the context of disputes relating to Principles of Ordre Publique, be added to the Quick Look Procedure.  

Concerns were also expressed by some members of the Rec 6 CWG over the possibility of certain objectors “outspending” applicants in filing multiple objections, and whether such acts would constitute “abuse of the right to object”. For example, if the application is for a controversial string and numerous groups, after consultation with one another, each file objections to it, would this constitute harassment of the applicant (as envisaged under the current Quick Look Procedure)? If not, would these objections be consolidated pursuant to Section 3.3.2 of AGBv4, and, if so, does this mean that the applicant would either not have to pay, or would pay only a single, lower, fee to respond to the consolidated objections? Under Section 3.3.2 of AGBv4, it is the Dispute Resolution Service Provider (DRSP) which determines whether to consolidate and as such this is done prior to the appointment of a Panel and thus before the Quick Look Procedure applies. Further guidance as to the standards to determine what constitutes an abusive objection is therefore recommended. 

� Explanatory Memorandum on the Quick Look Procedure issued by ICANN staff, dated 28 May 2010.


� E.g. the Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines “manifest” as that which is “readily perceived by the senses and especially by the sight”, or “easily understood or recognized by the mind” (and thus synonymous with the word “obvious”).





