Additional clarification for our mTLD application in issues of

Following text gives further clarification for some important issues of the Mobile Top Level domain application, in particular ones, where there clearly has been most lack of understanding of the purpose. Chapters are as follows:

1. Further explanation of the Sponsored Community

2. Evidence of support from the Sponsoring Organization

3. Appropriateness of the Sponsoring Organization and the policy formulation environment

4. Level of support from the Community

5. Financial Model clarification

6. Assurance of charter-compliant registrations and avoidance of abusive registration practices

7. Technical Standards

8. Addition of new value to the Internet name space

9. Enhanced diversity of the Internet name space

Definition of Sponsored TLD Community
The Sponsored TLD community for mTLD is a clear entity with specific businesses aiming to service customers in a specific use context

Let’s repeat the specification of the community again with different wording:

· Mobile TLD targets to provide names for end users for their mobile devices and their mobile subscriptions indicating personal reachability over IP networks for whatever applications mobile services will include. Definition of mobility in this context is, that the consumer using the mobile device can connect to the network and can be reached over the network when changing a location and even on the move from one place to another. Visible differentiation of this community from regular wireline or wireless nomadic access services adds value for the end user of mobile services e.g. in form of indicating, which connection provides continuous reachability of end user.

· Mobile TLD targets to provide names for businesses, which specialize solely or partially into providing content and other services for mobile customers using their mobile handsets.

· Mobile TLD targets services for global mobility, which implies agreements for implementation between multitudes of operators to achieve transparent global roaming. Those agreements do now exist for mobile voice and SMS services. Similar agreements are required for new applications to allow access to and from services, wherever the end user is within reach of a mobile network, which complies with the wireless technologies available in the handset.

We mTLD applicants have come to recognize, that many people don’t understand fully the aspects of mobility and consequently are not able to differentiate wireless access from mobile services. Even if that difference is understood, mobility is seen as only a technology. The fact that mobility already includes several specific add-on services like music distribution, games for mobiles etc. and that there is a multitude of companies specializing for those services is forgotten. These service providers are late in the Internet arena and therefore suffer clearly from lack of meaningful names for their companies in current TLDs. They therefore have a clear disadvantage against the players, who already are on the market in such a basic function as selecting an attractive name for their company.  As can be seen from several supporting comments in this web site, there are plenty of these companies and it’s a rapidly emerging business sector.

Evidence of support from the Sponsoring Organization
Applicants themselves represent significant activity in the business of mobility. We are in process of building our Sponsoring organization, and comments in here, in our web site and in discussions with potential support candidates already show strong interest for our case. Particular enthusiasm comes from new innovative service providers, who see the big opportunities of mobile multimedia and want their ventures to have a chance for an appropriate and attractive name too. With an empty new TLD name space there is a lot more space for that. The existence of the mobile specific TLD builds also improved visibility for their services and therefore can give significant boost for their businesses. Therefore, the mobile TLD also fosters competition in service provisioning, which is indicated to be one of the core targets of the new sTLDs
Appropriateness of the Sponsoring Organization and the policy formulation environment

The members of the applicant group and the sponsoring organization are in many ways participating in the development of the mobile services in standards organizations, in business formulation and in products development and also as business registrants of the Internet names. Individual mobile services customers will be represented via different consumer interest organizations thus allowing wide but balanced input from different consumer branches. The Sponsoring Organization will be the main policy formulation body of the TLD and therefore has significant influence over the mTLD business.

Level of support from the Community
Applicants jointly service hundreds of millions of customers worldwide focusing to mobile services and thereby representing a significant amount of end user support all by themselves. In addition, many other supporters have come forward. This is particularly noteworthy considering the short time for building the community after the RFP was published in last December. Work still continues and main functions of the Sponsoring Organization are expected to be in place at the time of the negotiations with ICANN

Financial Model clarification
mTLD financials as presented in the application are conservative and reflect the belief, that it takes some time before majority of consumers have handsets, which can use Internet based services. Therefore figures for the first years are modest compared to the target population. However, majority of the currently sold phones are already IP phones and the user population for mTLD’s name services is expected to ramp up rapidly towards the end of this decade. That is not reflected in the application due to the requirement of only 3 years period for the estimates.

Assurance of charter-compliant registrations and avoidance of abusive registration practices

mTLD application’s intellectual property rights protection is in as good level as can be reasonably expected and is customary in the TLDs in general. Both a sunrise period and reasonable ongoing trademark protection is applied.

By registering a name in the mTLD registrants confirm, that the name is used for the mobile purposes. 

Particular care has been taken to prevent cyber-squatting by listing valuable generic names for special selling with special pricing. The buyer is required to have a real service behind the name in a reasonable time after the purchase of the name. We believe this is critical for the rapid development of the domain as a meaningful space.

Technical Standards

From a technical standpoint, the .mobi domain will rely on a tested and proven registry services provider that is currently supporting multiple domains in a stable manner consistent with ICANN and other relevant standards.  Using an existing provider assures ICANN that .mobi will meet or exceed all current and evolving technical requirements, such as RFC 3730, IPv6, etc.  In addition, this provider can meet the special needs of the mobile community, including scalability, speedy service and links to registrars who are critical to the success of the domain.  The technical and operational support for .mobi will enable it to be among the most stable, reliable, fast and secure domains on the Internet. 

It is noteworthy, that the applicants have committed to follow open standards in all implementations now and in future. 

Addition of new value to the Internet name space

The fact that the amount of IP capable mobile devices will be large and services for them will exist almost everywhere in the world clearly brings out the need to have additional namespace for this large community. Squeezing these devices and services into current domains would probably harm both sides. New mobile services would suffer from the lack of available meaningful names and existing domains would face an extensive expansion requirement without related revenue increase, because additional names are not available or meaningful.

Mobile services will also require global support from the TLD’s root service, which means rapid additions of name servers in areas, which are now rather lightly serviced within current TLDs.

Mobile services are also among the first ones, which require IPv6 services due to amount of addresses needed in near future compared to how much IPv4 addresses operators have in their use. The result is, that the mTLD can be the first strong supporter of the installation of the IPv6 networks in larger scale. 

Enhanced diversity of the Internet name space 

There are expressed concerns about further fragmentation of the Internet on the expense of Internet users and content providers without providing an added value. It has also been stated that current and future solutions for the mobile user can sufficiently be addressed within the provided TLD framework.

The mTLD applicants’ comments from April 29, 2004 already contain significant arguments to dissolve these concerns, particularly in chapters #3, #8, and #9. We would further stretch the provided argumentation to the point that

(a) we believe that the needs of the mobile user are not only driven by technical resource constraints of his/her mobile device but also by the given situational context in which the user has to operate. Emerging technologies to tackle these problems go far deeper than the level of content adaptation and cannot be properly addressed within the current TLD name spaces.

(b) we believe that there would indeed be a trend of fragmentation of the mobile user community when leaving the problem onto a sub-national level as currently done. The experience shows that this approach results in the development of different markup languages, thus creating artificial content boundaries or unnecessary maintenance burdens for content providers, respectively. 

(c) we believe that in the near future seamless services for mobile users will go far beyond the current Internet paradigm, which does not have and thus does not consider the dynamic situational context in which the mobile user operates. 

We hope that these three points in addition to previous responses underline the strong case that mTLD will create to both, the benefit of the worldwide mobile user community and mobile solution providers and indeed can significantly add the value of the Internet name space and the value of Internet in general by bringing new types of services and users under their own TLD umbrella into the overall Internet community.

